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REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  NEW  YEAR. 


Every  thins^  around  us  calls  us 
to  serious  reflection.     The  face 
of  nature  is  chans^ed.     The  for- 
est has  put  off  its  screen  attire, 
and  is  now  dressed  in  its  wintry 
russet.     The  leaves  are  fallen, 
and  the  year  is  closed.  Every 
thing  testifies  the  rapid  march 
of  time.     "  How  wise  in  man  to 
give  it  then  a  tongue."  Methinks 
it  does  speak.    Listen  then  to  its 
gentle  accents.    '  We  all  do  fade 
as  doth  the  leaf — Our  days  are 
as    an   hand-breadth,  and  our 
years  as  nothing.    There  is  hope 
of  a  tree  if  it  be  cut  down,  that  it 
will  sprout  again,  and  that  the 
tender  branch  thereof  will  not 
cease.    Though  the  root  there- 
of wax  old  in  the  earth,  and  the 
stock  thereof  die  in  the  ground, 
yet  through  the  scent  of  waters 
it   will    bud,   and   bring  forth 
boughs  as  a  plant.     But  man  di- 
eth  and  wasteth  away  ;  yea,  man 
giveth  up  the  ghost,  and  where 
is  he  ?   As  the  waters  fail  from 
the  sea,  and  the  flood  decayeth 
and    drieth  up,    so  man  lieth 
down  and  riseth  not ;    till  the 
heavens  be  no  more  they  shall 
not   awake,  nor  be  raised  out 
of  their  sleep  " 

Many  who  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  last  year  appeared 
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strong  and  vigorous,  and  who 
seemed  to  promise  much  useful- 
ness to  the  church  and  to  the 
world,  have  been  called  to 
render  up  their  final  account  to 
God,  the  Judge  of  all.  Their 
mouldering  ashes  seem  to  ad- 
monish us,  to  be  also  ready.  The 
pang  we  felt  at  the  parting 
stroke,  seems  to  have  ceased 
throbbing,  and  time  is  spreading 
its  sweet  emolient  to  ease  the 
sorrows  of  friendship. 

Now  look  forward,  and  see 
the  busy  ranks  of  men  all  pushr 
ing  forward,  eager  to  enter  upon 
the  pursuits  of  the  new  year ; 
few  perhaps  reflecting  that  it  is 
already  decreed,  that  this  year 
they  should  die !  This  awful 
memento  would  damp  the  ardour 
of  their  spirits,  and  chill  their 
warmest  expectations.  The  in- 
trusive thought  is  an  unwelcome 
visitor.  Go  thy  way  for  this 
time,  and  when  I  have  a  conve- 
nient season  I  will  call  for 
thee,  responds  from  a  thousand 
hearts. 

But  how  shall  we  spend  the 
passing  moments  so  as  not  to  be 
pained  in  the  review  ?  Shall  we 
spend  the  present  time  in  miith 
and  folly,  regardless  of  the  fu- 
ture  ?  Shall  we  feel  no  solicitude 
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respecting:  a  hereafter  ?  Shall  we 
be  less  provident  than  many  of 
the  inferior  creation  ?  Although 
they  have  no  guide  nor  over- 
seer, yet  they  provide  in  summer 
for  a  wintry  day.  Ought  not 
man,  who  is  destined  for  a 
nobler,  for  an  immortal  ex- 
istence, to  make  due  prepara- 
tion for  this  interesting  pe- 
riod ?  What  object  so  worthy 
of  our  attention  as  the  cause  of 
Christ.  This  is  worth  living  for, 
or  dying  for.  "  Lift  up  your 
eyes  then,  and  look  on  the 
fields,  for  they  are  white  already 
to  harvest.  And  he  that  reap- 
eth  receiveth  wages,  and  gather- 
etli  fruit  unto  life  eternal.  In 
every  direction  the  fields  invite 
us  to  the  harvest.  Look  east  or 
west,  the  prospect  brightens. 
We  do  not  predict  future  events, 
but  present  appearances  look  fa 
vourable.  The  true  light  now 
shines,  and  the  darkness  compre- 
hends it  not.  Its  beams  have 
already  reached  the  throne  of 
Burmah,  and  penetrated  the  dark 
recesses  of  royalty.  The  Lord 
make  it  like  the  rising  morning, 
that  it  may  shine  more  and  more 
unto  the  perfect  day. 

What  encouragement  to  pray  ! 
What  encouragement  to  send 
missionaries !  What  encourage- 
ment to  raise  funds  to  support 
them  !  Let  us  then  not  be  weary 
in  well  doing,  for  we  shall  reap 
in  due  time,  if  we  faint  not. 

Look  again  to  the  West,  and 
you  will  behold  the  wilderness 
becoming  a  fruitful  field.  The 
heretofore  listless  savage,  has 
become  anxious  to  hear  of  the 
way  of  life  and  salvation.  He 
hails  with  joy  the  missionary  of 
the  Cross,  who  brings  glad  ti- 
dings of  peace  to  his  benighted 
race  How  pleasing  to  see  their 
children  learning  to  read  the 
wonderful  works  of  God  in  their 
own  language  !  When  they  re- 
flect upon  our  past  negligence, 
may  they  not  exclaim,     1  look- 
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ed  on  my  right  hand,  and  beheld^  j 
but  there  was  no  man  that  would  I 
know  me  ;  refuge  failed  me,  no 
man  cared  for  ray  soul."  Thanks 
be  to  God,  who  has  put  it  into 
the  hearts  of  his  people  to  em- 
ploy means  for  their  conversion. 
May  they  never  more  be  neg- 
lected by  us.  Nor  let  us  be 
unmindful  of  our  late  attempts 
to  reform  and  convert  the  sa- 
ble inhabitants  of  hayti.  The 
Lord  grant  success  to  our  broth- 
er who  has  gone  hither  to 
preach  the  unsearchable  riches 
of  Christ  to  these  Islanders  of 
the  West. 

But     christian  benevolence 

flows  unconfined.''     It  regards 
every  object  which  tends  to  me- 
liorate the  condition  of  mankind. 
Some  cherish  the  mission  among 
the  heathen   of  the  west,  who  ! 
will  not  do  any  thing  for  the  mis- 
sion in  the  east ;  and  there  are  a  \ 
few,  (we  are  sorry  to  say  it,)  ' 
who  will  do  nothing  for  either. 
Let  them  enjoy  the  sullen  satis- 
faction, reflecting  that  they  da 
nothing  for  the  cause  of  missions. 
But  the  liberal  deviseth  liberal 
things,  and  by  liberal  things  he 
shall  stand.    If  indeed  it  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive, 
how  greatly  blessed  is  that  man  I 
who  is  constantly  giving  to  some  I 
benevolent  object  ! 

Missionary  objects  seem  to  i 
lead  the  van  in  this  great  work  I 
of  benevolence  ;  but  the  cause  of  i 
Education  is  nearly  allied.  How  j 
constant  and  unwearied  are  the  i 
efforts  of  some,  to  assist  pious  1 
young  men  in  their  preparations  i 
for  the  ministry  !  May  the  Lord 
smile  upon  these  labours  of  love,  i: 
And  while  we  are  employing  | 
these  means,  let  us  never  cease  I 
to  pray  the  Lord  to  send  forth  more 
laborers  into  the  harvest. 

We  congratulate  our  brethren 
on  the  privilege  they  enjoy  in 
doing  good :  and  in  doing  it  in 
their  own  way.  Brethren,  the 
time  is  short :  and  the  language 
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to  each  of  us  is,  "  What  thou  doest^ 
do  quickly.'*''  !n  the  review  of 
our  final  account,  nothing  will 
aflford  us  solid  satisfaction,  but 
what  has  been  done  for  the  Re- 
deenrier's  cao^  in  the  world.  In 
as  much,  says  he,  as  ye  have  done 
it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these 
my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it 
unto  me. 


l.ei  us  now  begin  to  serve  God 
in  earnest,  and  not  to  remain  so 
inactive,  as  to  be  scarcely  missed 
when  called  from  our  stations. 
Whatever  talents  we  possess,  let 
them  be  so  devoted  to  God,  that 
we  may  have  the  satisfaction  to 
think,  that  our  fellow  mortals 
have  been  benefitted  by  our  in- 
tercourse with  them. 


MEMOIR  OF  THE  REV.  J.  T.  VAN  DER  KEMP,  M. 

Late  Missionary  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  South  Africa.* 


D. 


Johannes  theodorus 
KEMP  was  a  descendant  of  a  re- 
spectable family  in  Holland.  His 
father  was  a  pious  and  worthy 
minister  of  the  Dutch  Church 
at  Rotterdam,  where  his  son  Jo- 
hannes was  born  in  the  year 
1748.  At  an  early  period  of 
life  he  became  a  student  in  the 
University  of  Leyden,  in  which 
bis  brother  was  afterwards  Pro- 
fessor of  Divinity. 

The  rapid  progress  which  he 
made  in  his  literary  pursuits  a- 
mong   his   friends,   produced  a 
general     expectation    that  he 
would    prove    a  distinguished 
character.    His  acquirements  in 
the  learned  languages,  in  philo- 
sophy, in  divinity,  in  medicine, 
and  in    military    tactics,  were 
deemed  extraordinary. — On  leav- 
ing the  University  he  entered  in- 
to the  army,  in  which  he  rose  to 
the  rank  of  Captain  of  Horse  and 
Lieutenant     of     the  Dragoon 
Guards.      Unhappily  imbibing 
the  principles  of  infidelity,  and 
casting  off  the  restraint  of  a  reli- 
gious education,  he  became,  to 
use  his  own  words,  the  slave  of 
vice  and  ungodliness.     The  dis- 
tressing  feelings    of  his  pious 
father  on  this  account,  are  said 
to  have  accelerated  his  death. 


[Fiom  the  Asiatic  Observer.] 

VAN  DER    Marriage,  however,  produced  an 


external  reformation  in  his  con- 
duct,and  he  was  no  longercharge- 
able  with  scandalous  irregulari- 
ties   He  n  w  quitted  the  army, 
in  which  he  had  spent  sixteen 
years,  and  in  which,  had  he  con- 
tinued, he  might  have  attained 
distinguished  eminence,  and  de- 
termined to  enter  on  the  practice 
of  medicine.  His  qualifications  for 
this  profession  were  already  con- 
siderable ;  but  with  a  view  to 
further  improvement,  he  spent 
two  years  at  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,   where  he  pursued 
his  studies  with  unremitted  assi- 
duity.   Here  he  composed  a  Lat- 
in work  on  Cosmology,  entitled 
Parmenides.      Having  obtained 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine, he  returned  to  his  native 
country,   improved  in  science, 
but  not  in  religion  ;  for  by  the 
conversation  of  some  men  of  in- 
fidel sentiments,  during  his  stay 
in  Scotland,  he  became  an  avow- 
ed Dejst,  not  hesitating  to  blas- 
pheme the  Saviour,  and  flatter- 
ing himself  that  in  so  doing  he 
pleased  God. 

He  commenced  his  practice  as 
a  physician  at  Middleburgh; 
where  he  acquired  great  reputa- 
tion, and  was  deservedly  esteem- 


•  The  Cape  cf  Good  Hope,  the  Country  of  tbe  Hottentots,  liei  at  the  souttiern  extremity  of  Africj, 
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ed.  A  singularity  in  the  man- 
agement of  his  business  deserves 
notice.  He  would  never  admit 
on  his  list  more  than  twelve  pa- 
tients at  any  one  time,  in  order 
that  he  might  be  able  fully  to 
stud}^  the  case  of  each,  and  to 
devote  his  whole  attention  to 
their  recovery.  From  this  cir- 
cumstance, however,  it  is  proba- 
ble, that  he  was  possessed  of 
some  property.  How  long  he 
continued  in  the  profession  of 
physic,  at  Middleburgh,  does  not 
appear;  nor  can  we  tell  the  rea- 
son of  his  quitting  that  city:  but 
it  is  certain  that  he  retired  to 
Dort,  intending  to  employ  the 
rest  of  his  days  in  literary  pur- 
suits, and  in  rural  amusements. 
The  time,  however,  was  now  at 
hand,  when  such  a  revolution 
was  to  take  place  in  his  domestic 
relations,  and  in  the  disposition 
of  his  heart,  as  totally  to  derange 
his  worldly  plans  of  repose  and 
pleasure,  and  to  introduce  him, 
as  it  were,  into  a  new  world. 

On  the  271h  day  of  June,  in 
the  year  1791,  while  the  Doctor 
•was  sailing  on  the  river,  near 
Dort,  with  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ter, a  violent  storm  suddenly 
arose,  and  a  water  spout  broke 
on  the  boat,  by  which  it  was  in- 
stantly overset;  and,  before  dan- 
ger was  apprehended,  they  were 
all  plunged  into  the  water.  Mrs. 
and  Miss  Van  Dcr  Kemp  instant- 
ly perished,  and  the  Dr.  him- 
self, clinging  to  the  boat,  was 
carried  down  the  stream  nearly 
a  mile,  no  one  daring,  in  so 
dreadful  a  squall,  to  venture 
from  the  shore  to  his  assistance  : 
— but  God,  whose  watchful  eye 
surveys  all  human  events,  and 
w  ho  had  d^Figns  of  mercy  to  him, 
and,  through  his  instrumentalitj', 
to  many  others,  interposed  by  a 
peculiar  providence  for  his  pres- 
ervation. A  vessel  then  lyiug 
in  the  port  of  Dort,  was,  by  the 
violence  of  the  storm,  driven 
from  her  moorings,  and  floated 
towards  that  pai^t  of  the  river  in 


which  the  Doctor  was  just  ready 
to  perish ;  the  sailors  on  board, 
perceiving  him  adhering  to  the 
wreck,  delivered  him  from  his 
perilous  situation.  In  this  re- 
markable manner  was  preserved 
a  life,  which  was  in  future  years 
to  be  employed  for  the  spiritual 
advantage  of  mankind,  in  the  pro- 
pagation of  that  faith  which  he 
had  once  laboured  to  destroy. 

The  state  of  his  mind,  pre- 
viously to  this  event,  may  best 
be  ascertained  from  his  own 
words. 

"  Christianity,  to  me,  once  ap- 
peared inconsistent  with  the  dic- 
tates of  reason — the  Bible,  a  col- 
lection of  incoherent  opinions, 
tales  and  prejudices.  As  to  the 
person  of  Christ,  I  looked  at  first 
upon  him  as  a  man  of  sense  and 
learning;  but  who,  by  opposition 
to  the  established  ecclesiastical 
and  political  maxims  of  the  Jews, 
became  the  object  of  their  ha- 
tred, and  the  victim  of  his  owq 
system.  1  often  celebrated  the 
memory  of  his  death,  by  partak- 
ing of  the  Lord's  Supper:  but 
some  time  after,  reflecting  that 
he  termed  himself  the  Sod  of 
God,  and  pretended  to  do  mir- 
acles, he  lost  all  my  former  ven- 
eration. 

"  I  then  prayed  that  God,  by 
punishing  my  sins,  would  pre- 
pare me  for  virtue  and  happi- 
ness ;  and  1  thanked  him  ibr 
every  misfortune  But  the  first 
observation  which  1  made  was, 
that  although  often  times  severe- 
ly chastised,  I  became  neither 
wiser  nor  better.  1  therefore 
again  prayed  to  God,  that  he 
would  shew  me,  in  every  in- 
stance, the  crime  for  which  I 
was  punished,  that  I  might  know 
and  avoid  it.  Finding  this  also 
vain,  1  feared  that  1  should  per- 
haps never  be  corrected  in  this 
life  by  punishment;  still  I  hoped, 
that  1  might  be  delivered  from 
moral  evil  after  death,  by  a  se- 
verer punishment.  Yet,  reflect- 
ing that  punishment  had  proved 
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Dtterly  ineffectual  to  produce 
even  the  lowest  decree  of  virtue 
in  my  soul,  I  wa<  constiained  to 
acknowledge  that  my  theory, 
though  it  seemed  by  a  priori  rea- 
soning well  grounded,  was  total- 
ly refuted  by  experience  ;  and  I 
concluded,  that  it  was  entirely 
out  of  the  reach  of  my  reason  to 
discover  the  true  road  to  virtue 
and  happiness.  I  confessed  this 
my  impotence  and  blindness  to 
God,  and  owned  myself  to  be  like 
a  blind  man  who  had  lost  his 
way,  and  who  waited  in  hope 
that  some  benevolent  person 
would  pass  by  and  shew  him  the 
right  path  ;  so  I  waited  upon  God 
that  he  would  take  me  by  the 
hand,  and  lead  me  in  the  way 
everlasting." 

At  this  period,  when  the  mists 
of  natural  religion,  condensed  by 
inlidelity,  were  leading  on  eter- 
nal night,  in  the  approaching 
gloom  of  which  his  errors  and 
his  crimes  became  the  only  ob- 
jects of  vision,  and  which  like  so 
many  satyrs  seemed  to  dance  be- 
fore him,  exulting  in  the  aug- 
mentation of  his  grief,  and  driv- 
ing him  to  seek  refuge  in  God, 
of  whose  perfections  he  had 
been  too  long  ignorant; — at  this 
period,  when  divine  judgments 
appeared  collecting  the  tem- 
pests, and  preparing  the  thunder 
for  his  destruction  ; — at  this  peri- 
od, in  which  the  elements  began 
to  rage,  and  the  storm  descend; 
— at  this  precise  period,  mercy 
was  seen  in  the  midst  of  heaven, 
hasting  to  his  rescue,  and  with 
one  hand  snatching  him  from  the 
relentless  flood,  whilst  with  the 
other  she  caught  up  his  wife  and 
daughter,  and  bore  them  to  a 
residence  where  the  storms  and 
vicissitudes  of  this  world  are  un- 
known. 

So  remarkable  a  providence 
appears  to  have  given  the  first 
shock  to  his  infidel  principles; 
and  on  the  following  Sabbath  he 
attended  at  church,  und  partook 


of  the  Lord's  Supper,  with  a  bo- 
som convulsed  by  conflicting  sen- 
timents, and  agitated  in  discover- 
ing the  path  of  duty  At  length 
the  prevailing  sentiment  of  his 
mind  was  to  this  eftect  : — Ex- 
amine it  once  more,  and  you  will 
judge  otherwise  ;  but  eat  now  of 
this  bread,  and  remember  your 
new  blaster."" 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
'day,  recovering  his  composure, 
he  sat  down  calmly  and  closely 
to  reflect  on  the  leading  doc- 
trines of  the  Gospel.  In  the  doc- 
trine of  redemption  throusfh  the 
blood  of  Christ,  he  perceived, 
that  the  justice  of  God  is  not  on- 
ly preserved  inviolate,  but  exalt- 
ed ;  while  the  grace  of  God  is  ex- 
hibited in  the  brightest  lustre 
through  justification  by  faith. 
He  then  proceeded  to  search  the 
Scriptures,  and  was  astonished  to 
find  these  sentiments  so  fully 
confirmed  in  the  Apostle  Paul's 
Epistle  to  the  Komans.  From 
this  moment  he  received,  and 
revered  the  sacred  Scriptures  as 
the  word  of  God,  and  determin- 
ed to  make  them  the  rule  both 
of  his  faith  and  practice.  He 
then  took  occasion  to  converse 
on  these  and  other  religious  ob- 
jects with  various  serious  per- 
sons, and  was  not  a  little  surpris- 
ed to  find  how  esactly  their 
views  and  feelings  corresponded 
with  his  own. 

Keterring  to  this  memorable 
period  of  his  life,  he  says,  in  a 
letter  to  his  friend;  These 
were  the  first  steps  by  which  it 
pleased  God  to  turn  me  from 
darkness  to  light,  in  which  I  am 
compelled  to  admit  that  in  many 
instances  my  knowledge  was 
very  imperfect: — taken  up  with 
the  love  of  Clirist,  I  had  little  or 
no  experience  of  the  strugglin:2^s 
of  unbelief,  of  the  power  of  sin, 
of  the  assaults  of  Satan,  of  the 
depth  and  extent  of  the  miser}-- 
in  which  1  had  been,  of  the  guilt 
from  which  1  had  been  deliver- 
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ed,  of  my  natural  enmity  against 
God,  nor  even  of  my  own  igno- 
rance " 

In  the  same  letter  he  adds, 
"  You  will  have  observed,  that 
when  the  Lord  Jesns  first  reveal- 
ed himself  to  me,  he  did  not  rea- 
son with  me  abotU  truth  and  er- 
ror,  but  attacked  me  like  a  war- 
rior, and  felled  me  to  the  ground 
by  the  power  of  hij<  arm  lie 
displayed  no  more  of  the  majesty 
ofa  benevolent  king,  than  was 
necessary  to  compel  me  willing- 
ly to  obey  him.  But  as  soon  as 
I  had  submitted  to  him  as  a  con- 
queror, he  assumed  the  charac- 
ter of  a  Prophet ;  and  I  then  per- 
ceived that  the  chief  object  of 
his  doctrine  was,  to  demonstrate 
the  justice  of  God  both  in  con- 
demning and  saving  the  children 
of  men.  I  was  pleased  to  find, 
that  it  had  been  represented  to 
Paul  in  the  same  light,  when  he 
admired  and  adored ;  because 
therein  the  justice  or  righteous- 
ness of  God  is  revealed  from  the 
word  of  faith  so  evitlcntly,  that 
it  excites  faith  and  conviction  in 
the  hearer." 

Shortly  after  this  memorable 
era,  he  was  introduced  into  a 
new  scene  of  labour,  in  which 
the  renovated  dispositions  of  his 
mind  had  an  opportunity  of  being 
advantageously  displayed.  Dur- 
ing the  war  between  Holland  and 
France,  a  large  hospital  was 
erected  (in  1793,)  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Rotterdam,  when 
Dr.  Van  Der  Kemp,  being  well 
known,  net  only  in  his  former 
military  capacity  as  an  ofiBcer  of 
merit,  but  also  as  a  physician  of 
extraordinary  skill,  was  appoint- 
ed the  principal  director  of  that 
institution.  Here  his  talents, 
improved  and  regulated  by  the 
grace  of  God,  produced  the  most 
excellent  ctTccts.  That  exten- 
sive and  important  institution  was 
conducted  in  the  best  possible 
manner;  everyone  was  rearlily 
fcubmiisive    to    his  directions, 


every  one  loved  and  revered 
him.  The  patients  esteemed 
him  as  their  father,  and  the  ser- 
vants obeyed  him  with  pleasure. 
He  laboured  to  promote  true  re- 
ligion among  them,  procured  a 
catechist  to  instruct  them  twice 
or  thrice  a  week,  and  regularly 
led  them  to  public  worship  every 
Lord's-day. 

By  the  subsequent  invasion  of 
the  French,  this  hospital  was 
broken  up;  in  consequence  of 
which  Dr.  Van  Der  Kemp  re- 
moved to  Dort,  living  a  retired, 
but  not  inactive  life.  His  leis- 
ure was  diligently  employed  ift 
the  pursuit  of  useful  knowledge, 
particularly  in  the  study  of  Ori- 
ental Literature.  He  was  also 
engaged  in  composing  a  Com- 
mentary on  the  Epistle  of  Paul 
to  the  Romans,  which  he  ear- 
nestly wished  to  complete,  and 
to  leave  behind  him  as  a  testimo- 
ny to  the  world  of  his  sincere 
conviction  of  the  truth  of  tht 
gospel. 

In  this  state  of  retirement  and 
stud}'  it  is  probable  he  would 
have  finished  his  days,  had  not 
the  formation  of  the  Missionary 
Society  in  London  in  the  year 
1795,  engaged  his  attention.  A 
printed  address  from  this  Society 
was  circulated  in  Germany,  and 
put  into  the  hands  of  a  Moraviaa 
Minister  from  Hernnhuth.  Men- 
tion being  made  in  that  address, 
that  the  Missionary  Sermons 
preached  at  the  comm^encement 
of  the  Society  were  about  to  be 
translated  into  the  German  lan- 
guage, he  felt  a  desire  that  they 
should  receive  a  Dutch  trans- 
lation also,  and  be  circulated  in 
Holland  ;  for  w  hich  purpose  he 
procured  a  copy,  and  spoke  to  a 
printer  on  the  subject  of  the  pub- 
lication. As  he  perused  these 
discourses,  he  was  transported 
with  sacred  delight,  and  filled 
with  thanksgiving  to  God,  who 
had  put  this  scheme  of  benevo- 
lence into  the  hearts  of  his  Brit- 
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ish  brethren.  Meeting  in  one  of 
the  sermons  with  those  words, 
"Curse  ye  Meroz,"  said  the  An- 
gel of  the  Lord,  Curse  ye  bit- 
terly the  inhabitants  thereof ;  be- 
cause they  came  not  to  the  help 
of  the  Lord,  to  the  help  of  the 
Lord  against  the  mighty," 
Judges  V  23.  he  was  so  deeply 
aflfected,  that  he  fell  on  his 
knees,  and  cried  out,  '^Here  am 
J,  Lord  Jesus  ;  thou  knowest  that 
I  have  had  no  will  of  my  own 
since  I  gave  myself  up  to  thee 
to  be  spent  in  thy  service  ac- 
cording to  thy  pleasure  ;  prevent 
me  only  from  doing  any  thing  in 
this  great  work  in  a  carnal  and 
self-sufficient  spirit,  and  lead  me 
in  the  right  way,  if  there  yet  be 
any  way  of  wickedness  in  me.*' 

He  now  felt  himself  disposed 
to  communicate  to  the  Directors 
of  the  Missionary  Society  the 
prevailing  wish  of  his  heart,  and 
accordingly  wrote  freely  to  them 
on  the  subject.  The  following 
is  an  extract  from  his  first  letter, 
written  in  April,  1798. 

"  Allow  me  to  say,  that  I  am 
in  a  strait  betwixt  two,  having  a 
desire  to  be  sent,  if  it  be  the  will 
of  God,  by  your  means,  to  the 
heathen ;  or  to  abide  in  this 
country,  endeavouring  to  serve 
my  Lord,  in  stirring  up  the  too 
languid  zeal  of  my  countrymen 
to  imitate  your  example  in  word 
and  deed.  It  appears  clearly  to 
me,  tliat  Holland  needs  an  ad- 
dress from  your  Society,  repre- 
senting the  duty  of  evangelizing 
the  heathen,  and  recommending 
to  the  Christians'  of  this  country 
the  considerations  which  have 
wrought  such  forcible  conviction 
on  your  own  minds.  1  >o  not  say 
example  is  sufficient  to  express 
your  opinion;  for  whatever  we 
may  do  here,  to  bring  your 
scheme  with  your  transactions 
into  view,  it  will  remain  out  of 
sight  to  thousands  who  are  too  in- 
different to  it ;  but  a  direct  ad- 
dress from  a  respectable  foreign 


society  will  certainly  command 
attention." 

In  consequunce  of  an  aflection- 
ate  invitation,  Dr.  Van  Der 
Kemp  came  to  London  ;  and  the 
Directors  had  an  opportunity, 
for  several  months,  of  enjoying 
his  company  and  conversation, 
by  which  all  the  favourable  im- 
pressions which  his  correspon- 
dence and  character  had  before 
excited,  were  confirmed  and  in- 
creased. He  appeared  to  be 
the  very  man,  qualified  by  the 
most  appropriate  talents,  to  com- 
mence and  superintend  the  Mis- 
sion to  South  Africa,  which  he 
had  himself  first  projected. 

During  his  residence  in  Lon- 
don, the  Doctor  was  not  unem- 
ployed. He  directed  his  atten- 
tion to  every  subject  that  ap- 
peared requisite  to  promote  the 
great  object  in  view  ;  and,  among 
other  particulars,  the  following 
deserves  to  be  recorded  to  his 
honor.  Apprehending  that  aa 
acquaintance  with  the  method  of 
making  bricks  might  prove  con- 
ducive to  the  comfort  of  the  Af- 
ricans, to  promote  the  benefit 
of  whom  he  intended  to  devote 
his  future  days,  he  engaged  iu 
that  occupation,  and  actually 
employed  himself  for  many  days 
in  the  mechanical  part  of  the 
business,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  London.  Such  an  effort  of 
genuine  zeal  ennobles  the  char- 
acter of  a  man  of  science; — such 
was  Dr.  Van  Der  Kemp,  and  he 
reminds  us  of  that  distinguished 
personage,  Peter  the  Great, 
who,  with  a  view  to  the  im- 
provement of  his  country, 
wrought,  incognito,  as  an  humble 
labourer,  in  the  Dutch  and  Brit- 
ish dock  yards,  that  he  might 
teach  his  Rii*si^n  subjects  the 
art  of  ship-biiilding 

Doctor  Van  Der  Kemp  being- 
about  to  leave  Europe,  uncer- 
tain whether  he  shoul.i  ever  re- 
turn, found  it  necessary  to  re- 
visit Holland,  and  settle  his  af- 
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fairs.  He  took  with  him  the 
Address  which  he  had  solicit- 
ed from  the  Directors,  which 
he  immediately  translated  into 
Dutch,  and  circulated  among-  his 
countrvmen.  The  paper  was 
easferly  read,  and  its  effects  were 
sudden  and  extensive.  A  body 
of  zealous  Christians  speedily 
formed  a  Missionary  Society  at 
Rotterdam,  called  "The  Rot- 
terdam Missionary  Society 
and  another  was  shortly  institut- 
ed in  East  Friesland  ;  both  of 
whom  were  desirous  of  co-oper- 
ating with  the  Society  in  London. 
Dr  Van  Der  Kemp,  having*  set- 
tled his  affairs  in  Holland,  re- 
turned to  London,  and  was  pub- 
licly set  apart  for  the  great  work 
to  which  he  had  devoted  him- 
self, at  the  Scot's  Church,  in 
Crown  Court. 

Dr.  Van  Der  Kemp,  Mr.  Kich- 
erer,  Mr.  Edmond,  and  Mr.  Ed- 
wards,  Avere  appointed  by  the 
Directors  to  be  Missionaries  to 
South  Africa.  The  mind  of  Dr. 
Van  Der  Kemp  was  fully  set  up- 
on the  instruction  of  the  Caffres, 
whose  residence  is  beyond  the 
bounds  of  the   colony  of  the 


Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  his  deter- 
mination being  to  commence  his 
labours  where  the  Saviour's 
name  had  never  been  heard. 
The  journey  indeed  threate  ned 
to  he  long  and  perilous ;  but 
difficulties  seemed  only  to  enkin- 
dle his  zeal,  and  to  manifest  a 
calm  and  intrepid  decision,  rais- 
ed above  the  fear  of  danger  or  of 
death. 

A  passage  was  procured  for 
these  four  Missionaries  on  board 
the  Hillsborough,  a  government 
transport  vessel,  which  carried 
out  a  number  of  male  convicts 
for  Botany  Bay,  and  which  was 
to  touch  at  the  Cape,  where  the 
Missionaries  were  to  disembark. 
The  Hillsborough  sailed  from 
Spithead  on  the  23d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1798,  in  comp-any  with  the 
Duff,  on  her  second  voyage, 
which  then  carried  out  about 
forty  Missionaries,  (including 
their  wives)  for  the  South  Sea 
Islands.  The  vessels  parted 
when  the  convoy  separated,  and 
the  Duff  was  unhappily  captured 
a  few  weeks  after,  not  far  from 
Rio  Janeiro. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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ON  DIFFERENCE  OF   SENTIMENT  AMONG  CHRISTIANS. 


Messrs.  Editors, 

In  reflecting  on  the  difference 
of  sentiment  among  professing 
christians  of  different  denomina- 
tions, and  in  lamenting  their  fre- 
quent hostility  towards  each  oth- 
er on  account  of  it,  I  have  been  led 
to  inquire,  Why  a  difference  on  a 
subject  of  periiaps  minor  impor- 
tance, should  beget  a  hardness, 
and  even  a  settled  enmity  be- 
tween those  who  acknowledge 
each  other  as  christians,  once 
lost  in   the  same  gulf  of  sin 


and  misery,  saved  by  the  same 
hope,  and  striving  to  walk  in  the 
same  narrow  path  to  the  man- 
sions in  heaven  ?  In  pursuing 
this  inquiry,  I  was  led  to  the 
conclusion,  that  it  is,  from  a  dis- 
position in  human  nature  to  con- 
cern ourselves  very  little  with 
those  things  in  which  we  are  all 
agreed,  but  to  confine  our  atten- 
tion almost  exclusively  to  those 
in  which  we  differ  We  are 
very  certain  that  our  own  opin- 
ion is  right  to  the  last  jot  and 
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tittle ;  aad  just  a3  certain,  of 
course,  that  the  opinion  of  others 
is  wrong,  just  so  far  as  it  is  in- 
consistent with  our  own.  We, 
therefore,  set  zealously  about  re- 
forming them  ;  sometimes,  per- 
haps, with  the  purest  motives, 
that  of  leading  them  into  the 
light  of  truth,  that  they  may  re- 
joice with  us  in  every  cheering 
ray  it  affords.  But  more  gener- 
ally our  motive  for  bringing  our 
opinions  into  collision  with  those 
of  others,  is  to  display  our  supe- 
rior sagacity  in  discovering  truth, 
©r  our  superior  ability  to  defend 
it,  or  to  compel  our  opponent  to 
acknowledge  his  error,  and  sub- 
stitute our  truth  in  its  stead. 

Whatever  be  our  motive,  we 
proceed  generally  in  nearly  the 
same  manner.  We  bring  for- 
ward our  strong  arguments,  those 
which  have  convinced  ourselves, 
or  upon  which  we  have  adopted 
our  opinion,  (if  indeed  we  have 
founded  our  opinion  in  argu- 
ment ;)  if  not,  we  bring  forward 
the  strongest  reasons  which  pre- 
sent themselves,  or  which  we 
can  contrive  in  support  of  the 
opinion  which  we  have  adopted 
from  prejudice,  or  from  its  fa- 
vour with  some  favourite  friend 
But  the  same  process  is  going 
on  also  in  the  mind  of  our  oppo- 
nent. He  brings  forward  also 
his  strong  arguments  ;  and  each 
wonders  that  the  other  is  not 
convinced  We  at  first  conclude 
that  our  reasoning  is  not  under- 
stood ;  but  finding  our  opponent 
obstinate  after  he  understands  it, 
we  begin  to  suspect  that  he  is 
unsound  in  the  iaith ;  we  con- 
clude at  length,  that  he,  whose 
views  of  the  christian  system  are 
so  entirely  wrong,  cannot  him- 
self belong  to  the  famiiy  and 
house  of  Christ.  But  even  if 
we  form  not  so  unfavourable  an 
opinion  of  him,  at  the  best  we 
continue  harping  upon  the  con- 
tested point,  with  a  kind  of  ma- 
lign^int  good  humour,  (more  fre- 

VOL.  IV,  31 


quently,  however,  with  opea 
hostility  ;)  and  never  S'jffer 
ourselves  to  take  mutual  comfort 
in  those  things  in  which  we  are 
agreed.  Nay,  we  almost  forget 
that  we  agree  in  any  thing; 
while,  in  fact,  we  may  as^ree  in 
every  thing  except  one  or  more 
points,  and  these  too,  perhaps, 
points  of  inferior  importance. 

Whilst  reflecting  on  this  sub- 
ject, I  have  thought  that  a  reme- 
dy might  be  written  in  a  few 
words,  which  would  be  eiSca- 
cious  to  removing  apathy  with 
regard  to  the  least  article  of 
christian  faith  and  practice,  no 
less,  than  to  the  curing  of  that 
dreadful  malady  of  which  we 
complain, — the  enmity  of  chris- 
tians against  each  other,  on  ac- 
count of  trifling  differences.  iMy 
recipe  is  simply  this,  love  the 
christian^  while  yon  labour  a- 
gainst  his  errors." 

This  recipe  honestly  followed, 
would  remove  a  malady  loath- 
some in  itself,  and  so  very  fatal 
in  its  effects,  that  even  the  blind 
perceive  that  those  who  have  a 
name  to  live,  are  dead.  How 
do  the  enemies  of  the  cro.«s  of 
Christ  blaspheme,  when  they  see 
the  unlovely  passions  arrayed  ia 
the  bosom  of  the  Christian, 
against  his  fellow  Christian! 
How  does  Satan  himself  triumph, 
when  he  finds  that  tfie  professed 
followers  of  the  Lamb,  are,  from 
the  influence  of  a  slight  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  actuated  by  the 
principles  which  govern  the 
kingdoms  of  darkness  !  But  let 
our  recipe  be  honestly  tollowed, 
and  the  babe  in  Christ  shall  be 
nourished  up  into  suund  doc- 
trine ;  the  enemies  shall  be 
ashamed,  and  Satan  shall  find 
that,  though  he  may  be  able  for 
a  moment  to  instil  into  the  minds 
of  some,  principles  contrary  to 
the  doctrine  of  Christ,  yet 'that 
this  shall  be  the  ejitent  of  his  in- 
fluence ;  these  principles  shall 
not  be  able  to  eixite  animosity 
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and  discord  among  brethren ; 
and  he  shall  find  too,  that  charU 
ty  which  covereth  the  multitude 
of  sins,  which  rejoiceth  not  in 
iniquity,  but  in  the  truth,  shall 
relieve  from  his  sophistry,  those 
who  have  been  deceived  by 
him. 

Let  the  Christian  who  per- 
ceives an  error  in  a  brother,  go 
to  that  brother  in  the  spirit  of 
the  gospel;  let  him  lay  the  truth 
before  him  ;  let  him  show  its  su- 
perior harmony  with  the  system  of 
gospel  doctrine  ;  let  him  feel  and 
strive  to  impress  upon  his  broth- 
er, the  importance  of  maintaining 
truth,  rather  than  our  own  opin- 
ion ; — and  1  conclude  that  brother 
will  seldom  fail  to  be  reclaimed 
ft'om  this  error.  If,  however,  it 
should  be  the  case,  if  he  should 
still  continue  to  believe  his  own 
system,  the  sjstem  of  truth, — 
let  the  Christian  beware  of  the 
temptations  of  Satan ;  let  him 
see  that  he  harbours  no  ill  will 
against  another  for  his  opinions' 
sake ;  but  instead  of  continually 
har{>ing  upon  this  lisputed  point 
to  the  exclusion  of  every  other 
topic  of  conversation,  let  him  re- 
joice with  his  brother,  in  the 
great  things  of  salvation  in  which 
they  must  agree,  because  they 
are  woven  with  every  thread 
of  their  religious  experience 
throughout  the  whole  course  of 
their  spiritual  existence.  Let 
them  mutually  rejoice  in  these, 
and  pray  for  and  with  each  other 
in  those  things  wherein  they 
differ,  that  the  tiuth  may  be 
ma  ie  manifest  to  them,  that  they 
may  in  all  things  rejoice  togeth- 
er therein.  If  we  find  that  a 
professed  disciple  lacks  the  reali- 
ty of  the  oew  birth,  and  conse- 
quently has  no  spiritual  life,  no 
religious  experience,  we  of 
course  cannot  rejoice  with  him 
in  these,  but  must  altogether 
withdraw  oursjelves  from  his  fel- 
lowship. D.  W.  E. 


LETTERS  ON  ASSOCIATIONS  CONTIN- 
UED. 

LETTER  III. 

To  the  Editor. 

My  dear  Brother, 

In  my  la^^t  letters,  !  took  oc- 
casion to  mention  some  of  the 
benefits  which  accrued  to  our 
denomination  from  annual  Asso- 
ciations. I  shall  now  present 
before  your  readers,  a  few  of 
the  defects  which  I  have  observ- 
ed, relying  upon  their  candor  to 
look  with  a  friendly  eye  upon 
any  thing  which  they  may  deem, 
to  be  said  amiss. 

And  here  I  cannot  but  rejoice, 
that  all  the  defects  with  which 
our  present  system  is  chargeable 
may  be  easily  remedied,  and 
that  when  remedied,  we  shall 
have  a  most  eligible  plan  for 
christian  co  operation  I  do  sin- 
cerely say,  and  I  think  I  have 
looked  upon  the  subject  without 
prejudice,  that  our  present  sys- 
tem of  annual  Associations,  is  ca- 
pable, with  a  little  exertion,  of 
being  made  to  answer  all  the 
purposes  which  ought  to  be  at- 
tempted by  any  system  of  eccle- 
siastical polity,  and  of  answering 
them  in  a  manner  less  liable  to 
abuse,  and  belter  adapted  to  the 
republican  forms  of  our  civil 
government  than  any  other  with 
which  I  am  acquainted. 

Let  us  then  not  fear  to  exam- 
ine it  clearl}'.  It  will  bear  a 
severe  scrutiny.  Whilst  we  re- 
joice at  its  being  what  it  is,  let 
each  one  of  us  strive  to  perceive 
where  and  how  it  might  be  made 
better.  It  is  with  this  view,  that 
I  have  commenced  these  re- 
marks, and  my  fervent  desire  has 
been,  that  they  may  induce  other 
more  experienced  observers  to 
direct  some  attention  to  a  sub- 
ject which  seems  to  have  been, 
from  some  cause  or  other, 
strangely  over-looked. 
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Let  not  any  one  then  be  start- 
led when  he  hears  that  we  are 
about  to  mention  the  defects  of 
Gursysteniof  Associations.  What 
that  was  human,  was  ever  with- 
out imperfection  ?  What  was 
there  human,  which  did  not  ar- 
rive at  its  best  form,  by  g-radual 
approximations,  by  supplying 
what  in  the  tirst  draug-ht  was  de- 
fective, and  rotrenchins:  what 
was  redundant  ?  And  let  it  be  re- 
membered, that  our  present  man 
ner  of  doint,'  business  was  adopted 
more  than  a  century  ago,  when 
the  wants  of  our  denominati(tn, 
and  the  state  of  society  in  this 
country,  were  exceedingly  dis- 
similar from  what  thev  are  at 
present.  Our  civil  constitutions 
have  altered  much  in  the  inter- 
val to  accommodate  themselves 
to  the  ever  varying  wants  of  the 
€ver  varying-  being-,  Man.  And  is 
it  to  be  supposed  that  no  im- 
provement can  be  made  on  a 
system  constructed  in  tiie  hurry 
of  necessity,  to  meet  the  wants  of 
a  distant  and  dissimilar  state  of 
society  ?  Nor  let  it  be  said  that 
these  defects,  be  they  what  they 
may,  are  not  to  be  exposed. 
If  not  exposed,  how  shall  they  be 
known,  and  if  not  known,  how 
shall  they  be  remedied  ?  There 
is  nothing  in  any  jjart  of  our  plan 
of  organization  of  which  we  are 
ashamed.  We  think  it  wise  and 
agreeable  to  the  oracles  of  truth. 

But  if  it  can  be  made  better, 
and  still  continue  agreeable  to 
these  oracles,  it  is  the  duty  of 
ever}'  man  who  loves  the  church 
of  Christ,  to  reflect  with  the 
deepest  interest,  how  this,  so  de- 
sirable an  object,  may  be  at- 
tained. 

1  shall  now  proceed  to  men- 
tion some  of  these,  which  may 
be  termed  incidental  defects  in 
the  manner  of  conducting  Baptist 
Associations. 

1.  The  first  which  I  shall  notice, 
is  too  much  hurry  in  the  trans- 
action of  business.    In  New  Eng- 


land, an  Association  g-enerally 
meets  at  10  oVlock  A.  M.  of  the 
first  day.  The  annual  sermon  is 
then  preached,  and  business  is 
not  commenced  until  the  after- 
noon. The  Meeting  is  adjourn- 
ed at  tea  time,  and  does  not  con- 
vene again  until  next  morning 
at  8  or  9  o'clock.  It  seldom  con- 
tinues after  the  noon  of  the  sec- 
ond day  Hence  only  about  sev- 
en or  eight  hours  are  really  de- 
voted to  the  purposes  for  which 
we  meet  together.  And  I  have 
even  known  this  time  rendered 
less,  by  the  preaching  of  a  sermoa 
in  the  verj*^  midst  of  the  business 
of  the  first  day's  afternoon.  Not 
unfrequently  the  delegates  begin 
to  return  on  the  morning  of  the 
second  day,  and  thus,  an  unavoid- 
able confusion  is  spread  over  the 
whole  assemWy. 

Now  I  would  ask,  when  the 
collective  wisdom  and  piety  of 
our  churches  thus  meet  togeth- 
er, can  we  do  nothing  to  make 
each  of  our  churches  more  ac- 
tive in  the  cause  of  Christ,  to 
render  the  parts  in  which  we 
dwell  better  evangelized,  and  to 
combine  our  efforts  for  th«  uni- 
versal spread  of  the  gospel? 
And  can  all  this  be  done  without 
time  for  deliberation  ?  And  is  it 
not  an  object  worth  spending 
some  time  to  effect?  Is  it  digni- 
fied, is  it  seemly,  for  men  who 
profess  to  meet  together  on  mat- 
ters of  importance  to  the  church 
of  Christ,  to  pass  the  ordinary 
civilities,  and  then  strive  who 
shall  first  be  upon  his  road  back 
again  ? 

2.  Owing  partly  to  this  hurry 
and  bustle,  another  very  impor- 
tant defect  has  arisen  ;  it  is,  that 
not  enough  of  system  is  observed  in 
the  conduct  of  business.  The  del- 
egates are  frequently  scattered 
in  all  parts  of  the  house,  so  that 
when  a  vote  is  taken,  you  see 
hands  lifted  up  on  every  side, 
and  it  is  utterly  impossible  to 
know  who  belongs  to  the  Asso* 
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ciation,  and  who  does  not.  If  at 
last  they  ^et  tog-ether,  you  will 
see  them  frequently  g"oing"  out 
and  coming'  in  throughout  the 
whole  time  of  the  meetina:. 
Very  often  they  address  each 
other  instead  of  addressing  the 
chair.  Sometimes  a  long  dis- 
cussion has  taken  place,  and  at 
the  close  it  has  heen  found  that 
1)0  motion  ha  I  heen  made,  and 
that  the  tirst  speaker  did  not 
mean  to  make  any,  he  only  in- 
tended to  offer  sofne  remarks. 
Tims  an  hour  or  two  of  the  time 
of  an  hundred  individuals  is  abso- 
lutely thrown  away,  for  want  of 
enforcing  the  well  known  j)rin' 
ciple  of  parliamentary  order; 
that  no  remarks  can  be  oiTered 
on  any  subject,  unless  a  motion 
respecting  it  has  been  regular- 
ly made  and  seconded.  Few 
Associations  with  which  I  am 
acquainted,  have  ever  adopted  a 
written  order  of  business.  Hence 
it  is  frequently  the  case,  that 
when  owe  thing  is  done,  no  one 
knows  what  is  to  be  done  next ; 
if  a  member  has  any  thing  to 
propose,  he  knows  not  when  it 
■will  be  in  order,and  hence  it  is  the 
case  every  year  that  many  things 
of  importance  are  neglected  or 
forgotten 

I^ow  both  of  these  above  men- 
tioned defects  admit  of  very  sim- 
ple and  effectual  remedies. 

1  If  an  Association  is  so  large 
that  its  business  cannot  be  trans- 
acted within  the  allotted  time, 
let  it  be  divided,  or  let  more  time 
be  devoted  to  the  objects  of  its 
meeting.  It  is  an  old  and  useful 
adage,  if  a  thing  is  worth  doing 
at  all,  it  is  worth  doing  well. 
Or  if  neither  of  these  courses 
seem  advisable,  let  the  business 
commence  at  9  o'clock  on  the 
lirst  day,  and  the  sermon  be  de- 
livered at  12,  or  at  3  or  4  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon.  By  this  htlter 
course,  if  no  better  one  could  be 
adopted,  it  is  evident,  much  time 
might  be  saved. 


2.  Every  Association  might 
adopt  an  order  of  business,  and 
a  system  of  by-  aws  for  the 
regulation  of  its  proceedings. 
These  laws  it  should  be  the  duty 
of  the  moderator  rigidly  to  en- 
force, and  in  enforcing  them,  he 
should  meet  with  universal  sup- 
port. Thus  no  member  should 
leave  the  house  alter  he  has  ta- 
ken his  place,  unless  the  mode- 
rator has  signified  his  assent, 
and  no  one  should  absent  himself 
from  the  meeting,  before  the  ti- 
nal  adjournment,  without  having 
stated  his  reasons  and  obtained  a 
vote  of  excuse.  Every  one  will 
instantly  see  how  much  easier 
and  more  expeditiously  business 
would  be  transacted,  were  a 
course  of  this  kind  invariably 
adopted. 

And  here,  before  I  dismiss  the 
subject  of  want  of  time,  allow  me 
to    offer  one  other  suggestion. 
The  communications   from  the 
churches    are    always  written 
throughout.     In  part,  it  is  evi- 
dent they  should  be.    The  names 
of  the  delegates,  the    vote  by 
which  they  were  appointed,  and 
all  numerical  information  should, 
doubtless,  be  written.      But  all 
this  might  be  compr.zed   in  a 
few  lines,  and  thirty  such  lettera 
might  be  read  in  twice  as  many 
minutes.     The   report  on  tiie 
state  of  each  church,  her  trials 
or  her  prosperity,  her  religious 
history   during  the   past  year, 
might  be    given  orally   by  the 
pastor,  and  with  much  more  in- 
terest than  in  the  present  meth- 
od.    A  time  might  be  publicly 
appointed  for  the  hearing  of  such 
information,  and  surely  it  might 
he  made  more  animating  to  tho 
christian  than  almost  any  other 
part  of  the  business.    The  eve- 
ning of  the  first  day,  which  is 
very     generally     devoted  to 
preaching,  might  be  chosen  for 
this  purpose.      In  this  manner 
much  time  would  be  saved,  and 
the   religious  purposes  of  the 
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meeting"  more  fully  answered. 
Another  benefit  u  Inch  would  ac- 
crue from  the  adoption  of  this 
plan,  tnis^ht  be  barely  mentioned 
in  passing-.  It  would  prevent 
the  hearing  of  those  long-  letters, 
which,  on  such  occasions,  are 
sometimes  presented.  I  well  rec- 
ollect being  present  at  an  Associa- 
tion not  many  years  smce,  in  which 
a  letter  on  some  doctrinal  subject 
of  15  or  20  minutes  long  was 
read  from  a  church  of  scarcely 
so  many  members.  The  dele- 
gate who  presented  it,  would 
not  consent  to  hand  it  to  the 
clerk,  but  insisted  on  reading 
it  himself  Every  one  was 
abundantly  fatigued  long  before 
it  was  finished,  and  wonder- 
ed why  a  church  should  send 
such  a  letter.  But  the  whole 
mystery  was  solved  when  the 
reader  very  audibly  pronounced 
his  own  name  as  church  clerk. 
It  was  his  own  production  !  If  it  be 
said  that  the  same  difficulty  may 
occur  in  oral  communications, 
it  is  sufficient  to  answer,  that  it 
should  always  be  the  business  of 
the  moderator  to  keep  the  speak- 
er in  order,  and  not  to  s-uflier 
him  to  digress  from  a  simple 
statement  of  facts. 

But  lest  I  weary  you  as  the 
delegate  did  the  Association,  I 
subscribe  myself, 

Yours  truly, 

BACKUS. 


LETTER  IV. 

My  dear  Brother, 

I  proceed  to  state  some  other 
ef  the  defects  under  which  our 
system  of  Associations  labours. 

3.  The  next  which  1  shall 
mention,  is  the  mant  of  established 
precedent.  Tso  regular  journal 
of  proceedings  is  ever  kept. 
The  Minutes  of  each  annual 
kneeling,  it  is  true,  are  always 


published  and   distributed.  A 
few  members  bring  a  copy  with 
them  as  a  matter  of  convenience, 
at    tli^    next   annual  meeting. 
This  is  almost   universally  the 
last  that  is  ever  heard  of  them. 
Hence  whatever  has  once  been 
done  sinks  forever  into  oblivion. 
And  hence  improvement  is  al- 
most out  of  the    question.  I 
doubt  whether  a  single  Associa- 
tion in  the  United  States,  has  ev- 
er kept  a  regular  succession  of 
the  Minutes  of  its  proceedings, 
nor  do  I  believe    that  five  of 
them  can  tell  in  any  other  man- 
ner than  by  casual  recollection, 
what  was  done  at   a  meeting 
eight  or  ten  years  ago.     It  is 
possible,  that  here  and  there  a 
brother  more  curious   or  more 
provident    than    the   rest,  may 
have  kept  a  series  of  the  pub- 
lished Minutes  on  file.    But  if  it 
be  the  case,  it  is  all  a  matter  of 
chance.    The  body  itself  never 
took  so  much  pains  to  rescue  its 
doings  from  forgetfulness.  Now 
the  result  of  this  must  inevitably 
be,  that  we  must  always  remain 
stationary.    If  an  order  is  taken, 
or  a  resolution  passed,  of  ever  so 
much   importance,    in  two  or 
three  years  no  one  can  certainly 
tell  any  thing  about  it.    If  a  pre- 
cedent is  established,  it  is  soon 
forgotten,  and  no  one  can  tell 
where  to  appeal  to  it.  Hence, 
whatever  is  done,  is  only  written 
on  the  sand  of  the  sea  shore. 
The  next  returning  tide  oblite- 
rates it,  and  leaves  every  thing 
a  level  surface.    Vv'hateyer  we 
would  have  permanent,  must  be 
done  every  year,  or   it  is  the 
same  as  though  it  were  not  done 
at  all. 

How  easil}^  might  all  this  be 
remedied,  by  making  it,  the  duty 
of  the  clerk,  to  keep  a  book 
and  record  the  doings  of  every 
meeting.  This  would  always  be 
present,  and  might  be  referred 
to,  in  case  of  doubt.  \Vc  should 
then  know  what  was  needful  to 
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be  done,  and  what  had  once  been 
done  would  never  want  to  be 
done  again.  Every  thing-  would 
then  be  permanent.  We  should 
know  how  much  improvement 
we  made  every  year,  and  should 
not  be  oblis^ed  annually  to  begin 
anew.  And  reflect  for  a  moment 
how  valuable  an  historical  doc- 
ument, such  a  record  will  in  a 
few  years  become.  Had  every 
Association  kept  such  a  book  of 
records  from  its  tirst  organiza- 
tion, they  would  present  togeth- 
er, a  full  and  com{)lete  vievv  of 
the  history  of  our  denomination. 
How  many  aspersions  might  be 
wiped  away,  which  are  ground- 
iessly  cast  upon  us,  but  under 
which  we  now  suller,  from 
want  of  the  history  of  other 
times  to  which  we  might  with 
certainty  refer  !  How  many  a 
glorious  struggle  for  the  cause  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty  might 
have  been  presented  before  the 
world,  which  now  has  sunk  into 
irretrievable  oblivion  ! 

4.  The  next  defect  I  will 
mention,  i^  a  want  of  a  spirt  of 
improvement.  It  seems  to  be 
taken  for  granted,  that  what  was 
done  last  year  is  all  that  can  ev- 
er be  done,  and  that  the  persons 
who  did  it  last  year  are  the  only 
persons  competent  to  do  it  again. 
The  same  moderator  and  clerk 
are  in  N  England  general l}-  cho- 
sen, and  very  frequently,  for  a 
succession  of  years,  almost  pre- 
cisely the  same  committees  to  do 
the  same  business,  and  very  rare- 
ly is  there  an  attempt  to  do  any 
thing  more.  1  am  beginning  to 
grow  grey,  and  have  been  in  the 
fiequent  habit  of  attending  Asso- 
ciations, \  et  I  never  heard  it 
asked,  how  we  might  make  our 
meetings  of  more  use  to  our  de- 
nomination, or  the  cause  of 
Christ  generally.  Almost  al- 
wa}/s  we  have  accounts  from 
destitute  churches  within  our 
limits,  yet  I  never  heard  of  any 
means  being    taken   to  supply 


them,  nor  of  any  systematic  at- 
tempt to  bring  all  the  united 
strength  of  the  churches  to  bear 
upon  any  one  object  of  christian 
benevolence.  I  doubt  not,  that 
this  may  have  frequently  been 
done,  but  it  was  never  my  good 
fortune  to  witness  it.  What  I 
have  seen  done  for  such  objects 
has  been  done  casually,  and  by 
scattering  exertion. 

With  respect  to  officers,  it  is 
evident,  that  the  clerk  and  the 
treasurer  should  never,  unless 
from  neces'iity,  be  changed. 
Perhaps  the  same  might  be  said 
concerning  the  moderator.  Still, 
unless  some  member  were  from 
age,  experience,  and  gravity,  pe- 
culiarly fitted  to  the  office,  I 
think  this  might  admit  of  a  doubt. 
On  the  contrary,  almost  all  of 
the  other  business  should  change 
hands  every  year.  The  fact 
that  a  member  was  on  a  commit- 
tee last  year,  would  almost  be  a 
sufficient  reason  why  he  should 
not  be  upon  it  the  present  year. 
The  effect  of  such  a  rotation  in 
duties  would  be  most  beneficial. 
It  would  relieve  a  few  members 
from  a  load  of  business  which  al- 
ways devolves  upon  them,  it 
would  make  every  member  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  Association 
concerns,  and  would  give  to  each 
one  a  much  more  lively  interest 
in  every  thing  which  is  going 
forward. 

Again,  to  carry  onward  a  spir- 
it of  improvement,  it  would  seem 
important  that  at  every  meeting 
of  an  Association,  a  part  of  the 
time  should  be  solemnly  set  apart 
to  the  special  object  of  inquiry, 
what  can  we  do  more  to  promote 
the  interests  of  religion  ?  On 
such  an  occasion,  the  ministers 
and  delegates  might  meet  apart 
from  the  congregation,  as  they 
would,  probably,  speak  with 
more  freedom  and  deliberate 
more  carefully  alone,  than  in  the 
presence  of  a  large  assembly. 
When  thus  convened,  they  might 
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consider  the  whole  district  where 
they  reside,  as  a  portion  of  the 
world  which  God  has  placed  un- 
der their  special  care,  and  in 
which,  he  has  made  it  their  duty, 
to  do  all  in  their  power  to  pro- 
mote pure  and  undefiled  relig- 
i<Sti.  They  might  then  look  a- 
round  them  and  see  what  church- 
es are  destitute,  and  in  what 
manner  help  mio^ht  be  afforded 
them,  what  are  the  s^reat  objects 
of  christian  benevolence  which 
we  are  called  upon  to  aid,  how 
we  can  best  devise  means  for 
rendering  the  proper  assistance, 
. — what  can  be  done  to  animate 
our  churches  to  greater  piety 
and  warmer  zeal  in  the  cause  of 
Christ.  It  is  easy  to  see,  that  if 
every  Association  in  our  country 
were  in  the  habit  of  prayerfully 
and  solemnly  discussing  and  act- 
ing upon  such  questions  as  these, 
the  temporal  and  spiritual  advan- 
tage which  would  result  to  our 
denomination  would  be  absolute- 
ly incalculable. 

5.  I  will  mention  one  other  de- 
fect which  I  have  frequently  no- 
ticed in  attending  the  meetings  of 
Associations.  It  is  the  want  of  a 
spirit  of  practical  piety.  There 
is  too  much  hurry  and  bustle  and 
miscellaneous  conversation,  and 
too  little  religion.  The  church 
and  congregation  where  the 
meeting  is  held,  are,  through 
their  abundant  hospitality,  com- 
pletely absorbed  in  making  prep- 
arations for  strangers.  Those 
who  attend,  do  not  sufficiently 
recollect  that  the  meeting  is  a 
religious  one,  and  not  a  meeting 
for  pleasure.  And  thus  chris- 
tians frequently  return  to  their 
homes  with  less  of  the  power  of 
religion  in  their  hearts  than  when 
they  left  them.  And  this  evil 
is  sometimes  increased  by  the 
ministers  who  are  called  on  to 
preach.  They  are  more  anx- 
ious to  preach  to  the  understand- 
ing than  to  the  heart,  more  ready 
to  solve  some  knotty  point  in 
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theology,  than  to  make  their 
hearers  feel  that  they  are  going 
to  eternity.  Hence  a  bias  is  giv- 
en to  the  whole  assenably.  They 
return  to  their  p. aces  of  abode 
with  the  spirit  of  disputation, 
rather  than  of  humble  devotion. 
The  time  in  which  they  are 
together  is  consumed  in  useless 
conversation,  when  it  might  be 
profitably  spent  in  stirring  up 
each  other's  pure  mind  by  way  of 
remembrance  The  remedy  to 
this  defect  presents  itself  at  once 
to  every  christian  It  is  for 
each  one  of  us  to  cultivate  on 
such  occasions  a  spirit  of  ardent 
and  humble  devotion,  and  for 
ministers  and  people  to  seek  the 
things  by  which  one  may  edify 
another.       I  am,  yours  truly, 

BACKUS* 
(To  be  continued.) 


"  HE  THAT  IS  CALLED,  BEING  A  SER- 
VANT, IS  Christ's  free  man." 

Sir — Shonld  you  think  the  following 
narrative  worthy  a  place  in  your 
Magazine,  you  may  make  that  use 
of  it.  I  will  only  say  that  it  is  a  re- 
cital of  facts  I  may  not  always 
give  the  precise  words,  but  the  sub- 
stance may  be  relied  on. 

The  Rev.  P.  had  occasion  to 
spend  part  of  the  summer  of 
1812  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Mineral  Spring  west.vard  in 
Virginia,  in  the  counties  of  Bath, 
Greenbrier,  &c.  That  whole 
district  of  country  is  rough  and 
broken — much  intersected  with 
mountains,  among  which  several 
considerable  streams  have  their 
source.  In  many  places  the  set- 
tlemf^nts  are  almost  entirely  con- 
fined to  a  slip  of  land  along  the 
Whter  course?  ;  and  owins^  to  the 
distance  of  these  settlements 
from  each  other,  and  the  nature 
of  the  country  which  intervenes, 
they  have  but  little  intercourse. 
These  scattered  settlements  la- 
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bour  under  many  inconvenien- 
ces; and  not  to  mention  others, 
they  are  poorly  supplied  with 
the  minisfralions  of  the  Gospel. 
Many  neighbourhoods  have  no 
re|?ular  prtiaching  :  and  some  do 
not  for  years  see  the  feet  of  him 
that  hringeth  good  tidings  and 
publisheth  peace. 

Learning  their  destitute  con- 
dition, P —  felt  desirous  of  mak- 
ing his  visit  to  those  parts  useful. 
With  this  view  he  embraced 
such  opportunities  as  offered  of 
preaching  the  gospel:  and  for 
the  game  purpose,  he  visited 
several  neighbourhoods,  which 
lie  out  of  the  usual  route  of  trav- 
ellers. He  visited  an^'  ng  oth- 
ers, a  small  settlement,  not  far 
from  the  mouth  of  Jackson's  riv- 
er, and  spent  a  Sabbath  there. 
He  had  forwarded  an  appoint- 
ment for  preaching,  but  did  not 
reach  the  place  until  late  on  Sat- 
urday evening :  and  then  so  fa- 
tigued was  he  from  the  length 
of  bis  ride,  the  badness  of  the 
road,  and  the  mountain  he  had 
crossed,  that  he  retired  to  bed  as 
soon  as  family  arrangements 
would  allow.  The  night's  rest 
however  refreshed  him,  the  Sab- 
bath morning  was  delightful. 
The  coolness  and  freshness  of 
the  morning  mountain  air,  the 
wild,  grand  and  romantic  scenery 
with  which  lie  was  surrounded, 
induced  P —  to  exchange  the 
house  for  the  woods,  as  soon  as 
an  early  breakfast  permitted. 
The  contemplations  of  the  sur- 
rounding landscape,  however, 
soon  gave  place  to  thoughts  of 
a  more  serious  character.  It 
was  the  Lord's  day  : 

"  The  day  the  saints  his  triumphs  spread. 
And  all  his  wonders  tell." 

He  hat)  visited  the  settlements  for 
the  purpose  of  preaching  Christ. 
From  all  he  could  learn  they 
were  perishing  for  lack  of  knowl- 
ed.  His  mind  pondered  on  their 
destitute   condition,    and  felt 
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strongly  desirous,  that  God 
would  make  the  preaching  of 
the  gospel  that  day  the  power 
of  God  to  the  salvation  of  many. 

When  the  hour  for  worship 
drew  near,  P —  left  hi^  retire- 
ment, and  returned  towards  the 
house.  As  he  left  the  woods 
in  which  he  had  spent  the  morn- 
ing, he  saw  at  tiie  end  of  the 
lane  which  led  to  the  house,  a 
negro  man,  sitting  with  hi^-  face 
tovvards  the  woods,  apparently 
watching  for  some  person.  As 
soon  as  P —  came  in  sight,  the 
negro  man  tixed  his  eyes  on  him, 
with  such  an  humble  and  suppli- 
cating look,  that-'  P —  could  not 
but  notice  it.  He  had  so  chosen 
his  seat  that  P —  had  to  pass  near 
him  in  going  to  the  house.  As 
P —  approached  him,  the  min- 
gled expression  of  his  counte- 
nance became  more  strongly 
m^irked.  He  was  an  old  man, 
covered  with  grey  hairs,  and 
wasted  away  with  disease.  Many 
things  indicated  that  his  days 
were  almost  numbered. 

His  whole  appearance,  and 
the  look  with  which  he  regard- 
ed P —  induced  P —  to  stop  and 
enter  into  conversation  with  him. 
In  answer  to  P — 's  inquiries  re- 
specting his  health,  he  said 
he  was  very  unwell — had 
been  sick  a  long  time — did  not 
know  what  was  the  matter  with 
him — but  that  he  was  wearing 
away,  and  could  not  live  long. 

After  expressing  his  sympathy 
for  him,  P —  attempted  to  lead 
his  thoughts  to  religion  as  the 
only  reai  support  in  affliction, 
as  the  needful  preparation  for 
death.  He  reminded  him  that 
affliction  and  death  were  the  por- 
tion of  all — that  we  are  a  fallen, 
sinful  race  of  creatures, — uiii 
that  our  great  business  in  this 
world  is  to  prepare  for  another, 
— that  God  has  provided  salva- 
tion, and  invites  all  to  come  to 
him  that  they  may  live.  That 
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God  had  spared  him  to  old  age, 
but  appeared  now  about  to  call 
him  to  render  up  his  accotint. 
What  were  his  prospects  ?  What 
were  his  hopes  beyond  the 
grave  ?  What  account  could  he 
render  ? 

The  sick  man  replied,  that  this 
was  what  lay  ciost  heavily  on  his 
mind,  and  gave  him  all  his 
trouble.  He  knew  that  he  was 
a  poor  sinner,  and  that  without 
an  interest  in  Christ,  he  must 
perish  He  said  he  once  hoped 
that  he  possessed  religion.  Many- 
years  past  he  was  brought  to 
feel  that  he  was  a  sinner, — that 
l^he  could  not  save  nimself — that 
he  must  be  pardoned  and 
made  holy  before  he  could  be 
made  happy  :  That  he  sought 
unto  God  for  pardon  and  accep- 
tance through  Christ — for  grace 
to  change  his  heart  and  make 
him  holy :  That  for  a  time  he 
appeared  to  get  worse,  until  he 
almost  despaired  of  being  saved. 
But  that  at  last  the  way  of  sal- 
vation through  Christ  was  made 
plain  to  him — that  Jesus  appear- 
ed just  such  a  Saviour  as  he 
needed,  and  he  felt  happy  in  giv- 
ing up  all  into  the  hands  of 
Christ  :  That  if  ever  he  felt  re- 
ally happy,  it  was  when  he  was 
enabled  to  see  how  a  sinner 
could  be  saved  from  sin  and 
wrath,  and  was  enabled  to  trust 
every  thing  in  the  hands  of  God 
through  Christ. 

About  that  time  there  was 
preaching  sometimes,  he  said, 
near  his  Master's  ;  and  it  was  his 
delight  to  attend  and  be  taught 
the  things  of  religion.  He  did 
delight  to  meet  God's  people,  and 
join  with  them  in  praising  God, 
and  hearing  his  word.  He  said 
that  the  Lord's  Supper  was  once 
administered  there,  and  that  he 
told  the  preacher  how  he  felt  on 
religion,  and  the  preacher  re- 
ceived him  as  a  member,  and  ad- 
mitted him  to  the  Lord's  table. 
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Since  that  time  a  great  change 
had  taken  place  in  that  neigh- 
bo'irhood.  Some  of  the  pious 
people  had  died — some  had  mo- 
ved away,  and  for  some  reasons, 
he  did  not  know  what,  there  had 
been  no  preaching  there  fur  a 
long  time.  He  had  tried,  he 
said,  to  serve  God,  and  do  the 
will  of  his  Saviour.  And  some- 
times he  felt  that  he  did  love 
religion,  and  was  happy.  But  at 
other  times,  he  had  fears,  that 
all  was  not  right — that  he  was 
deceiving  himself. 

He  had  for  near  a  year  been 
sick,  and  it  had  been  a  time  of 
great  trial  and  distress.  His  mind 
was  often  in  great  darkness.  He 
could  not  see,  as  he  once  did, 
how  he  could  be  savad.  He 
could  not  take  hold  of  the  prom- 
ises— could  not  feel  that  confi- 
dence in  the  Saviour  which  he 
once  could.  .  He  was  filled  with 
doubts  and  fears,  and  at  times 
ready  to  give  up  all  for  lost. 
He  felt  that  he  was  wearing 
away — that  he  could  not  live 
long;  and  feared  that  he  was 
not  ready  to  die,  and  did  not 
know  what  to  do.  He  could  not 
read  God's  word — had  no  one  to 
read  it  to  him, —  had  no  relig- 
ious friend  to  talk  to  him  and 
instruct  him,  and  felt  himself  a 
poor  lost  creature. 

He  said  he  had  much  wished 
to  meet  with  some  one  that 
would  talk  to  him  on  religion. 
That  he  had  longed  to  see  a 
preacher  once  more,  who  would 
instruct  him  and  tell  him  what  to 
do. 

He  had  heard  a  few  days  past 
that  P — was  coming  to  preach  at 
his  Master's.  It  made  him  so 
glad  that  he  wept  for  joy.  It 
appeared  like  God  had  answered 
his  prayer  in  sending  him;  and 
a  hope  sprung  up  in  his  heart 
that  God  would  make  it  a  good 
time  to  him.  From  the  time  he 
heard  of  P — 's  coming,  he  had 
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been  looking  fbr  him  every  day, 
and  praying  that  God  would  re- 
mewiber  him  :  That  on  Saturday 
he  could  hardly  keep  from  the 
door  all  day  long-,  but  kept  look- 
ing out  to  see  if  P —  was  coming ; 
and  when  night  came,  and  he  had 
not  cc  me,  he  began  to  think  that 
he  would  not  come, — was  quite 
cast  down, — felt  sick,  and  went 
to  bed. 

When  he  heard  that  P —  was 
come,  he  could  not  tell  how 
much  joy  it  gave  him.  He  hop- 
ed God  would  bless  him.  He 
had  in  the  morning  waited  and 
watched  about  the  door  tbat  he 
might  talk  with  him,  but  found 
no  opportunity  before  P —  walk- 
ed out  to  the  woods.  He  had 
followed  him  out  to  the  end  of 
the  lane,  and  was  waiting  to  see 
him  as  he  returned  to  the  house. 

P —  listened  to  his  simple  ac- 
co»mt  of  himself  with  no  little 
interest,  and  would  willingly 
have  listened  longer,  but  soon 
saw  that  it  was  given  to  lead 
P —  to  talk  to  him  on  those  parts 
of  religion,  on  which  he  so  deep- 
ly felt  his  need  of  instruction  and 
advice.  His  whole  appearance 
and  manner  presented  such  evi- 
dences of  sincerity,  his  counte- 
nance, and  voice  indicated  such 
deep  heartfelt  concern,  that  P — 
could  not  doubt  the  statement 
which  he  had  heard. 

P — gave  him  a  short  statement 
of  the  scriptural  account  of  man 
as  sinful  and  fallen — of  his  state 
of  condemnation — of  his  deep  de- 
pravity— of  his  utter  inability  to 
satisfy  the  claims  of  the  divine 
law,  or  recover  himself  from  the 
power  and  pollution  of  sin.  He 
spoke  of  the  salvation  provided 
in  Christ — of  the  satisfaction 
made  for  sin — of  the  provision 
made  for  justifying,  enlightening, 
renewing  and  sanctifying  the  sin- 
ner. He  explained  to  him  the 
nature  of  the  change  that  must 
take  place  on  the  heart  of  man — 
the  evidences  and  effects  of  this 


change — the  new  views  which 
the  soul  has  of  God,  of  Christ, 
of  the  law,  of  itself,  of  sin  and 
holiness,  and  of  tlie  way  of  sal- 
vation through  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. — The  change  that  takes 
place  in  the  tastes  and  relishet 
of  the  mind — the  desires,  hopes, 
fears,  and  anxieties — all  are 
now  directed  to  religion  and  the 
favour  of  God. 

In  answer  to  some  inquiries 
which  P —  put  to  hjm  respecting 
his  religious  difficulties,  he  said 
that  at  times  he  felt  a  most  dis- 
tressing darkness  respecting  the 
way  of  salvation  and  the  state  of 
his  own  heart.  A  cloud  appear- 
ed to  come  over  all.  He  did 
not  know  what  to  make  of  it. 
Did  God's  people,  after  having 
the  way  of  salvation,  and  their 
interest  in  it,  made  plain  to  them, 
ever  get  in  the  dark  so  as  to 
seem  to  know  almost  nothings 
about  it  ? 

P —  told  him  that  it  was  so  at 
times  with  many  a  child  of  God. 
That  few  but  the  pious  experi- 
enced such  things.  That  it  was 
the  Holy  Spirit  that  enabled  the 
soul  to  have  those  clear  views 
of  the  things  of  Christ: — and 
that  he  at  times  withheld  his  en- 
lightening influences  when  our 
sins  offended  him  ;  and  at  those 
times  the  soul  would  feel  its 
blindness  and  ignorance. 

The  sick  man  said  that  at 
times  all  appeared  wrong  within 
him.  His  heart  was  hard — he 
could  not  feel — he  could  not  re- 
pent— he  could  not  love — he 
could  not  trust  in  God,  nor  sub- 
mit to  him  as  he  ought — he 
could  do  nothing  that  was  good. 
He  went  bowed  down.  He  tri- 
ed to  pray,  and  repent,  and  love 
God,  but  all  appeared  wrong. 
Was  it  so  with  God's  people  ? 
Did  they  ever  feel  as  if  they 
had  no  religion,  and  yet  that 
nothing  but  religion  could  make 
them  happy  ?  Did  they  ever  feel 
as  if  their  prayers  were  too  sic- 
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ful  to  be  heard — did  no  good, 
aod  yet  they  could  not  keep 
from  praying  almost  constantly  ? 

P —  assured  him  that  this  was 
often  the  case.     That  the  soul 
after-casting  the  love  of  God  and 
the  sweets  of  religion,  could  not 
be  deprived  of  them  without 
mourning  their  loss.    That  God 
often  left  his  people  to  struggle 
for  a  time  with  the  disorders  of 
their  hearts.    He  often  left  them 
to  feel  their  inability  to  help 
themselves,   or   derive  benefit 
from  any  thing  without  (he  aids 
of  his  grace.    But  when  the  soul 
felt  habitually  that  the  favour  of 
God  was  better  than  life,  and 
placed  its  dependence  for  accep- 
tance on  the  unmerited  grace  of 
God — when  it  continued  earnest- 
ly to  seek  unto  God  and  call  on 
his   name,   it   need   not  fear, 
la   due  time  God  would  meet 
with  it  and  bless  it.     God  had 
promised  that  those  who  thus 
seek  shall  find  him.     The  sick 
man  inquired  if  God's  people 
were  ever  troubled  with  sinful 
thoughts — with  hard  thoughts  of 
God — with  murmurings  against 
his  providence — with  thoughts 
that  God  had  dealt  hard  with 
him — that  he  did  not  fulfil  his 
promises — that  it  was   vain  to 
•erve  him?  Saying  that  he  had 
auffered  much  from  such  thoughts 
— that  he  knew  they  were  wrong 
— that  his  soul  loathed  them  and 
himself  for  having  them.  But 
that  they  would  follow  him  from 
place  to  place,  and  from  duty  to 
duty  :  and  at  times  he  could  not 
pray  on  account  of  them :  and 
yet  could  not  get  clear  of  them. 

P —  told  him  that  many  had 
experienced  trials  of  the  same 
kind.  That  he  had  known  per- 
sons, whose  minds  at  times  were 
filled  with  vile  blasphemous 
thoughts  about  God  and  Christ, 
and  every  good  thing  of  which 
they  might  think.  That  for  a 
time  all  their  efforts  were  not 
ftufficient  to  remove  them.  That 


they  were  almost  driven  to  des- 
pair by  them;  but  that  God  in  his 
good  time  afforded  th<  m  relief. 

P —  assuied  him  that  all  the 
trials  which  he  had  mentioned 
were  common  to  the  people  of 
God — That  many  felt  that  dark- 
ness of  mind — many  felt  the  hard- 
neiss  of  heart,  many  felt  the 
coldness  and  deadness,  and  many 
were  troubled  with  wicked 
thoughts  which  gave  them  much 
distress.  These  were  trials  well 
calculated  to  make  us  feel  our 
nothingness  before  God,  our  need 
of  divine  grace  in  all  things,  and 
the  greatness  of  that  mercy 
which  spares  and  provides  for 
our  salvation.  The  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  knew  all  the  weaknesses 
and  trials  of  his  people.  He 
would  not  leave  them  nor  for- 
sake them,  but  make  all  things 
work  together  for  their  good. 

Had  P —   been  an    angel  of 
light  he  could  hardly  have  been 
heard  with  more  eag^r  attention. 
Never  did  he  see  the  workings 
of  a  mind  more  strongly  painted 
on  the  countenance.     Much  of 
the  sick  man's  distress  evidently 
arose  from  the  impression  that 
his  case  was  singiilar.     He  ap» 
peared  not  to  know  that  really 
pious     persons     ever  passed 
through  such  trials.     And  novr 
to   hear  that  such  trials  were 
common  to  God's  people — that 
few  but  pious  people  had  such 
trials — that  they  were  a  part  of 
that  warfare  which  the  child  of 
God  has  to  carry  on    with  the 
world,  the  flesh  and  Satan — that 
these  struggles   with   sin,  this 
mourning  over  it,  these  huoger- 
ings  and  thirstings  after  right- 
eousness,  instead   of  filling  us 
with  fears,  were  evidences  of  a 
work  of  grace  going  on  in  the 
heart — -appeared    to    give  him 
new  light  on  the  whole  matter, 
and  fill  him  with  a  delightful 
surprise. 

The  assembling  of  the  people  . 
for  worship,  made  it  necessary 
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for  P—  to  break  off  the'conver- 
sation.      Expecting  to   ride  to 
another  part  of  the  settlement  as 
soon  as  worship  wa?  over,  and 
thinking  it  mo5t  likely  that  if  he 
should  again  vi?it  that  place,  it 
conld  not  be  in  time  to  see  this 
interesting  old  man  alive,  P — 
gave  him  such  instruction  and 
advice  as  he  thought  his  case  re- 
quired.   He  reminded  him  of  the 
love,  and  compassion,  and  faith- 
fulness of  God  to  his  people — re- 
peated to  him  some  of  the  prec- 
ious promises  which  suited  his 
case — assured    him    that  God's 
people  found  these  promises  ful- 
filled to  them— exhorted  him  to 
lake  comfort  from  what  God  had 
done  for  him.     He  had  prayed 
to  see  some  one  who  would  talk 
to  him  and  instruct  him.  God 
had  granted  his  request.  God 
had  given   him    some  comfort. 
Now  he  ought  to  trust  in  God 
for  the  time  to  come.     God  had 
promised   that    he    would  not 
leave  nor  forsake  his  people  : 
but  that  his    grace  should  be 
sufficient  for  them.     He  ought 
now  to  trust  in  God  for  the  time 
to  come,  and  rest  on  his  faithful 
promises. 

The  sick  man  appeared  fully 
impressed  with  the  belief  that'he 
should  live  but  a  few  days — de- 
clared his  impression  that  P — 
was  the  last  minister  of  the  gos- 
pel that  he  should  see  in  this 
world — expressed  his  hope  that 
lie  would  meet  him  in  heaven. 

He  manifested  strong  emotion 
at  parting — eagerly  grasped  the 
hand  which  P —  held  out  to  him — 
thanked  him  for  what  he  had 
told  him — said  he  could  not  tell 
how  much  relief,  how  much  con- 
solation he  had  afforded  him — 
hoped  he  would  remember  and 
pray  for  a  poor  old  sinner,  whose 
only  hope  was  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

About  six  weeks  afterwards 
P —  revisited  that  settlement. 
On  inquiring  for  the  old  servant 


who  was  sick  when  he  was  there 
before,  he  was  informed  that  he 
was  dead.     Respecting  his  clos- 
ing scene,  he  learned  nothmg. 
Whether  hope  cheered   or  fear 
depressed — what  were  his  views 
ofChrist  and  his  interest  in  him — 
who  attended  him  in  his  last  mo- 
ments— whether  any  child  of  God 
stood  over  him  and  pointed  him  to 
the  Saviour,  and  reminded  him 
of  his  love  and  fjiithfulness,  and 
cheered  him  with  the  promises,  P- 
did  not  hear.    The  persons,  who 
could  have  given  him  most  infor- 
mation on  these  matters,  be  had 
not  an  opportunity,  during  a  very- 
short  stay,  to  talk  with.  Per- 
haps he    might    have  learned 
more,  had  his  feelings  been  dif- 
ferent from    what    they  were. 
Why  should  he  sorrow  at  the 
death  of  a  poor  old  servant  a- 
mcng   the  mountains  of  Bath  ? 
He  did  not  doubt  that  great  was 
th3  gain  of  the  deceased.  He 
did  not  doubt,  but  that  he  was 
before  the  throne,  rejoicing  in 
the  presence  of  the  Lamb — that 
he  now  looked  back  on  all  the 
way  in  which  he  was  lead,  and 
with    unutterable    delight  saw 
that  all  had  worked  together  for 
his  good — that  God  had  done  all 
things  well.    Yet  P — 's  heart 
was  lull.    He  thought  of  the  lot 
assigned  that  poor  afflicted  child 
of  God — the  disadvantages  under 
which  he  had  groped  his  way  to 
heaven — a  slave — one  who  en- 
joyed almost  no  religious  advan- 
tages— was  never  taught  to  read 
God's  word — seldom  heard  the 
go«pel  preached — had  almost  no 
religious  society — lefi  to  grope 
his  way  in  the  dark — travel  to- 
wards heaven  almost  alone — op- 
pressed   with    fears — assaulted 
with    temptations — and  borne 
down  with  sickness  ;  yet  he  was 
not  forgotten  of  his  Saviour  and 
his  God.     That  God  who  sent 
Philip  to  meet  and    teach  the 
Eunuch — who  sent  an  angel  to 
direct  Cornelius  where  to  find 


• 


1824.] 

Peter,  had  so  ordered  it  that  a 
poor  servant  who  feared  him, 
should  in  bis  time  of  need,  meet 
with  one  who  could  teach  him 
the  words  of  peace  and  consola 
tion.  Should  no  other  benefit 
rfsult  from  P — 's  visit  to  those 
parts,  he  felt  that  he  was  amply 
compensated  for  all  his  fatigue, 
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in  the  assurance  that  he  had 
cheered  the  latter  days  of  one 
who  loved  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Thy  ways,  O  Lord,  are  in  the 
sea,  and  thy  path  in  the  great 
waters,  and  thy  footsteps  are  not 
known :  yet  mercy  and  truth 
shall  go  before  thee. 

[^Evan.  4'  Lit.  Mag. 
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EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  REV. 
DR.  JUDSON,  TO  MR.  RICE. 

Jlva.Sept.  30,  1822. 

My  dear  Brother  Rice, 

We  arrived  here  three  days 
ago,  in  consequence  of  brother 
Price's  being  called  by  the  king. 
His  majesty  received  us,  that  is, 
brother  Price,  very  favourably, 
and  ordered  a  place  for  our  res- 
idence. My  old  friend,  Moung 
Zah,  the  chief  Private  Minister 
of  State,  immediately  recognized 
me,  and  asked  me  several  ques- 
tions of  a  friendly  nature,  in  the 
presence  of  the  king;  and  after- 
wards conversed  a  little  on  re- 
ligion, and  told  me  to  remain  in 
Ava,  and  not  return  to  Rangoon. 
This  invitation,  from  one  whose 
word  is  nearly  equivalent  to  that 
of  the  king,  and  who  must  have 
been  perfectly  aware  of  my  ob- 
f  ject  in  the  country,  I  cannot  but 
consider  very  encouraging.  And 
it  is  chiefly  to  communicate  this 
circumstance,  that  I  write  this 
hasty  line,  on  board  our  boat 
"Which  we  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  leave.  Our  house  will  be 
ready  in  two  or  three  days.  It 
is  situated  near  the  palace,  and 
surrounded  by  the  enclosures  of 


princes  and  nobles.  O  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  may  descend  upon 
us,  and  make  us  a  burning  and 
shining  light  in  this  benighted 
region  !  O  pray,  my  dear  broth- 
er, that  the  set  time  to  favour 
Barmah  may  now  come  i  [hum. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  DR. 
PRICE,  TO  THE  CORRESPONDING 
SECRETARY. 

Ava.,  Dec.  21-,  1822. 
My  dear  Brother, 

We  have  no  news  of  impor- 
tance to  communicate :  every 
thing  goes  on  pleasantly — the 
king  smiles — and  so  does  every 
body  else  of  course — our  man- 
ners, as  missionaries,  are  so  dif- 
ferent from  those  of  the  captains 
and  merchants  here,  who  speak 
our  language,  that  they  are  all 
desirous  of  a  further  acquain- 
tance with  Americans,  supposing 
all  our  nation  are  entirely  des- 
titute of  the  hauteur  they  have 
observed  in  our  European  neigh- 
bours. American  ships  would 
be  received  with  peculiar  fii- 
vour,  until  some  imprudent  fel- 
low should  set  them  on  their 
guard ;  and   American  artizans 
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WolUd?  I  am  persuaded,  find  a 
permanent  settlement,  especially 
if  men  were  sent  out  who  were 
holy  and  blameless,  open  and  up- 
right ;  for  such  would  be  re- 
ceived and  retained  in  favour, 
without  any  suspicion.  1  have 
access  every  .day  to  the  royal 
presence,  and  having  an  oppor- 
tunity to  complain  at  any  time, 
hav«  not  been  in  the  least  mo- 
Jested.  Yesterday,  while  sitting 
inside  with  the  young  men  who 
wait  immediately  on  the  royal 
person,  the  king  came  close  up 
to  me,  and  sitting  down  on  the 
siil  of  the  door  by  me,  said — 
'  So  Ycodathan  is  going  back  to 
Rangoon,  1  understand  : — I  re- 
plied,— 'Yes;  but  he  has  at 
length  succeeded  in  getting  a 
place,  and  intends  coming  back, 
at  which,  I  am  extremely  glad.' 
*  Why  V  said  one  of  the  young 
n»fn.  '  Because  it  is  very  un- 
pleasant to  live  here  alone.' 
The  king  said  nothing,  and  pres- 
ently got  up  and  went  away. 
But  in  the  afternoon,  almost  as 
soon  as  he  saw  Mr.  L.  he  men- 
tioned the  circumstance  to  him. 
'  The  doctor's  friend  is  gomg  a- 
v/ay ;  and  the  doctor,  being  un- 
wiUmg  to  Slay  alone,  wants  to  go 
too.'  '  1  think  it  roust  be  a  mis- 
take,' replied  Mr.  L.  '  O  then, 
tell  them  both  to  stay,'  said  the 
king,  Mor  I  want  them  to  remain 
with  me.'  Mr.  L.  after  relating 
to  me  the  above  circumstance 
this  morning,  concluded  by  urg- 
ing me  to  write  to  America  for 
snch  as  I  have  mentioned  above 
to  be  sent,  saying,  he  had  no 
doubt  it  would  give  the  Ameri- 
caa  mission  so  permanent  a  foot- 
ing, that  all  the  changes  to  which 
a  couutry  like  this  is  doomed, 
would  not  be  able  to  shake  it. 
1  must  conclude,  as  brother  Jud- 
son  sets  out  in  about  two  hours, 
I  must  go  to  the  palace,  as  I  find 
it  best  to  omit  paying  my  re- 
spects on  no  day  except  Sunday. 


[TBLLI«ENCE.  fJaB.  i 

LETTER    FROM  RET.  0.    HALL,   MIS-  ] 

SIONARY  UNDER  THE  AMERICAN  ' 
BOARD    OF    COM.    FOR  FOREIGN 

MISSIONS,  TO  DR.  BALDWIN.  \ 

Bombay^  Feb.  10,  1828. 

Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

About  two  months  ago,  I  had 
the  happiness  of  receiving  your 
very  kind  favour  of  April  last,  j 
and  also  the  pamphlets  whicb  I 
accompanied  it;  for  all  which  I  | 
beg  you  will  accept  my  most 
hearty  thanks.  Our  hearts  from  | 
time  to  time  are  greatly  cheer-  j 
cd  by  hearing  of  God's  wonder-  '« 
ful  works  of  saving  grace,  and  ( 
of  all  the  rising  institutions  sa-  j 
cred  to  Zion's  cause,  vvhich  a-  i 
dorn  our  highly  favoured  coun-  i 
try.  May  the  bessings  of  God  / 
abound  more  and  more  in  that  i 
happy  land. 

There  is  but  little  to  commu-  i 
nicate  from  this  part  of  India  i 
that  would  gladden  your  heart.  l 
Some  of  our  missionary  opera- 
tions prosper  to  a  very  encour-  i 
aging  degree.    There  are  very  ( 
great  facilities  here  for  the  dis-  'i 
semination  of  christian    knowl-  I 
edge.     We  are,  sometimes,  al-  li 
most  surprised  at  the  extent  to  i 
which  we  may  go  in  the  schools, 
in  inculcating  the  doctrines  and 
morals  of  the  gospel  upon  the 
minds  of  the  heathen  youth ;  and 
we  cannot  but  hope,  that  this 
mode  of  labour    will   be  the 
means  of  salvation  to  many  of 
the  rising  generation.     To  es- 
tablish a  school  in   a  heatheo 
town,  and  to  cause  the  children 
to  be  catechized  and  otherwise 
instructed  in  the  christian  relig- 
ion, seems  to  be  one  important 
way  of  carrying  the  gospel  to 
that  town  ;   and  there  appear  to 
be  no  limits  to  this  method  of 
extending  the  gospel.    So  far  as 
it  regards  impediments,  we  might, 
for  ought  that  appears  to  the 
contrary,  have   nearly  all   the  \ 
gchooU  in  the  country  under  euE  I 
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oare,  and  mi^ht  teach  in  them 
without  reserve,  the  plainest 
truths  of  Christianity.  The  way 
also  seems  open  for  the  distriba- 
tion  of  an  endless  number  of 
tracts.  The  field,  you  know,  is 
immense ;  it  is  but  a  very  little^ 
however,  that  can  be  done  by  so 
imall  a  number  of  labourers,  as 
are,  at  present,  employed.  In 
addition  to  our  other  operations, 
we  continue  to  preach  the  gos- 
pel daily,  which  we  conceive  to 
be  our  most  appropriate,  and  ex- 
perience to  be  our  moH  delight- 
ful employment.  As  yet,  it 
pleases  God  to  withhold  his  con- 
verting grace ;  but  we  indulge 
the  pleasing  hope,  that  our  poor 
unworthy  labours  willyetbe  bless- 
ed, and  that  many  more  labourers 
will,  ere  long,  be  sent  to  this 
Fegion  of  darkness   and  death. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that 
one  missionary  from  the  Edin- 
burgh Society,  has  just  arriv  ed, 
and  three  more  from  the  same 
Society  are  soon  expected.  The 
place  of  their  destination  is  not 
yet  fixed  ;  but  I  understand  it  to 
be  their  intention  to  establish  a 
mission  at  Poonah,  if  govern- 
ment will  permit  it.  We  feel 
strengthened    and  encouraged. 

I  have  no  recent  information 
from  the  other  side  of  India,  ex- 
cept that  a  note  a  few  days 
•ince,  informed  me  that  the  Rev. 
J.  Lawson,  of  Calcutta,  was  very 
sick.  Before  this  reaches  you, 
you  will  have  been  informed  of 
the  great  number  of  removals 
by  death  and  sickness,  from  a- 
mong  the  missionaries  and  chap- 
lains in  India — A  solemn,  warn- 
ing voice  is  constantly  sounding 
in  our  ears.  May  it  be  duly  re- 
garded ! 

It  may  interest  you  to  know 
that  we  have  a  Mission  Chapel 
building,  which  we  expect  will 
be  finished  by  the  end  of  next 
month.  This  encourages  us,  and 
our  hope  is,  that  God  will  make 


it  the  gate  of  heaven  to  many  of 
the  perishing  natives. 

I  remain,  Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 
with  much  affection  and  esteem, 
your  fellow  servant, 

G.  HALL. 


DOMESTIC. 

CAREY  STATION. 

EXTRACTS    FROM  THE    JOURNAL  0^ 
THE  REV.   MR.  ttf'  COY. 

March  19,  1823. — Having  re- 
covered my  health  so  as  to  be 
able  to  ride  moderately  on  horse- 
back, the  establishment  was  left 
in  charge  of  brother  Lykins, 
while  1,  in  company  with  one  of 
our  Indian  lads,  and  two  other 
travellers,  set  out  for  the  State 
of  Ohio,  on  business  which  ren- 
dered the  journey  indispensable. 
Sorry,  indeed,  to  be  under  the 
necessity  of  leaving  home  at  this 
time,  and  seriously  doubt  my  a- 
bility  to  endure  the  jotprney. 
The  waters  are  very  high,  and 
the  low  grounds  generally  inun- 
dated. The  roads  are  almost 
impassable. 

March  20. — Engaged  a  French- 
man to  go  with  us  7  miles,  and 
set  us  on  a  road  by  which  we 
might  avoid  Elksheart  river. 
Proceeded  a  few  miles;  when, 
perceiving  that  we  were  going 
very  much  out  of  the  direct  way, 
we  altered  our  course,  and  on 
reaching  Elksheart  river,  found 
it  too  deep  to  ford.  We  now  left 
the  path,  and  proceeded  without 
the  footsteps  of  any  one  for  our 
guide,  through  a  tract  of  wilder- 
ness which  the  Indians  had  in- 
formed us  was  extremely  unfa- 
vourable to  travelling. 

March   23.  Having  safely 

reached  this  place  last  evening, 
1  had  the  happiness  of  preaching 
to-day  to  a  goodly  assemblage  of 
my  old  acquaintances,  whose  at- 
tention was  not  a  little  gratifying- 


256 


MISSIONARY  INTELLIGENCE. 


An  Interpreter  employed^ 

April  10. — I  have  performed 
my  tour  in  Ohio,  and  find  noyself 
again  within  40  miles  of  Fort 
Wayne.  Kindly  entertained  in 
the  house  of  our  Shawanee  sister. 
She,  with  her  husband  and  fami- 
ly, has  determined  to  join  us  at 
our  establishment  on  St.  Joseph. 
He  is  to  serve  as  an  interpreter, 
for  which  he  will  receive  a 
small  compensation,  in  such 
produce  as  we  shall  be  able,  af- 
ter the  first  year,  to  furnish  at 
the  establishment.  Much  fa- 
tigued with  a  difficult  journey 
through  floods  of  water,  often 
swimming  my  horse,  I  readily 
consented  to  their  earnest  solici- 
tations to  remain  here  to  mor- 
row and  preach.  I  am  happy  to 
find  this  member  of  our  church 
still  walking  in  the  path  of  chris- 
tian obedience. 

Set  out  for  St.  Joseph^ s. 

April  13. — Preached  again  at 
Fort  Wayne. 

April  16. — From  this  place  we 
shall  take  on  with  us  12  head  of 
cattle,  110  sheep,  collected  in 
Mason  county,  Ky.  by  brethren 
Martin,  Warder,  and  Morris,  and 
three  wagons  loaded  with  flour, 
corn,  potatoes,  &,c.  We  have 
laboured  hard  two  days  in  ferry- 
ing our  property  across  St.  Ma- 
ry's river,  having  no  craft  for 
the  purpose  better  than  a  peri- 
ogue.  Travelling  about  three 
miles,  we  found  the  road  so  soft 
with  the  late  rains,  that  we  could 
not  proceed  with  our  loads.  En- 
camped and  sent  two  men  back, 
and  hired  another  yoke  of  oxen 
and  one  horse.  One  man  at  a 
time,  during  the  night,  guarded 
the  sheep  to  keep  oflf  the  wolves. 

Bad  roads. 

April  17. — The  roads  so  intol- 
erably bad,  we  were  forced  to 
leave  part  of  our  loading,  though 


greatly  needed  at  home,  and 
have  it  taken  back  to  Fort 
Wayne. 

Loss  of  property. 

April  24. — Our  periogue,  which 
we  brought  to  the  river  last  eve- 
ning, served  us  for  a  ferry  boat 
to-day.    Sent  back  the  two  hired 
wagons.    I  crossed  and  proceed- 
ed with  our  wagon,  stock,  &c. 
a  little  distance  down  the  river, 
to  a  suitable  encamping  place, 
leaving  three  young  men  to  load 
and  bring  down    the  periogue. 
When  we  saw  it  coming  we  went 
to  assist  in  landing.     The  river 
was  very  full,  and  ran  as  swift  al- 
most as  a  mill-tail.    A  short  bend 
in  the  river  unavoidably  brought 
the  vessel  on  a  tree  which  ex- 
tended some  distance   into  the 
stream;    from  which,  however^ 
it  was,  though  with  some  difficul- 
ty, disengaged  without  having 
taken   much    water.     A  more 
dangerous  tree  lying  in  the  river 
a  little  below',  myself  and  others 
from  the  shore  g^^t  hold  of  the 
periogue  ;  nevertheless  she  ran 
foul  of  the  log,  and  upset,  not- 
withstanding our  utmost  exertions 
to  prevent  it.     All  hands  were 
now  in  the  river,  endeavouring 
to  save  what  we  could ;  we  fol- 
lowed down  the  river  the  prop- 
erty that  would  float, so  long  as  any 
was  to  be  seen,  and  some  barrels 
were  saved  more  than  a  mile  be- 
low where  the  accident  occur- 
red.    By  great  exertion  on  the 
part  of  every  one,    we  saved 
more  than  half  the  load,  though 
a  part  of  what  we  brought  to 
shore  was  much  damaged. 

A  sorrowful  evening. 

This  was  a  distressing  event. 
We  had  made  almost  incredible 
efforts  to  get  the  load  to  this 
place,  when  the  roads  were  gen- 
erally considered  impassable  e- 
ven  for  the  mail,  and  the  Chiga- 
go  express.     We  had  with  us. 
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flour,  corn,  potatoes,  pea^,  salt, 
&c.  !SLZ.  The  potatoeri  and  some 
ot'  the  gram  were  for  seed.  Our 
stock  of  bread"<tuff  at  home,  we 
supposed,  would  he  exhausted  by 
the  time  we  should  arrive.  Un- 
der these  circu  nstauces  the  mis- 
fortune appeared  particularly 
distressinoc.  Myself  and  all  the 
others,  wet  and  fatigued,  gather- 
ed around  our  fire  at  camp,  and 
considered  it  a  sorrowful  evening. 

Proceed  on  the  journey. 

April  25 — Emptied  the  water 
out  of  our  periogue,  reloaded  it, 
and  it  again  moved  down  the 
river  with  three  men  on  board, 
whilst  myself  and  two  men,  be- 
sides the  Indian  youih,  conveyed 
by  land  the  wagon,  8  horsj^s,  12 
cattle,  and  the  sheep.  This  was 
not  a  light  ta^k.  Our  salt  is  lost, 
so  that  the  little  meat  we  can 
get  of  the  Indians  must  be  eaten 
without. 

Arrive  at  St.  JosepWs, 

April  28. — Having  twice  ferri- 
ed our  sheep,  &c  across  St.  Jo- 
seph's river,  at  places  where  the 
periogue  touched  for  that  pur- 
pose, we  were  permitted  to  join 
the  company  of  our  family  at  the 
establishment,  which  was  not  a 
little  gratifying,  after  an  absence 
©f  almost  six  weeks,  most  of 
which  time  had  been  spent  in 
the  wilderness.  Two  Indian 
youth  had  been  taken  into  the 
family  in  my  absence.  The 
school  and  all  the  business  of  the 
concern  was  moving  on  pleas- 
antly. 

The  family  had  been  on  short 
allowance  of  bread  two  days,  and 
we  arrived  in  time  barely  to 
save  them  from  suflfering  !  Many 
are  thy  mercies,  O  Lord !  By 
thee  we  have  run  through  a 
troop  of  difficulties,  and  by  our 
God  we  have  leaped  over  walls 
of  opposing  obstacles. 

VOL.  IV.  33 


Sickness,  and  visits  from  the  In- 
dians. 

May  1. — Mr.  Bruce,  a  trusty 
young  man,  who  has  been  in  our 
employ  more  than  a  year,  is  very 
sick.  His  sickness  occasipned, 
no  doubt,  by  his  frequent  expo- 
sures to  wet  and  cold  on  our  late 
journey.  Another  of  our  schol- 
ars, who  formerly  attended  ouc 
school  at  Fort  Wayne,  returned, 
making  the  number  really  at  the 
establishment  40. 

May  3  — Since  my  return  we 
have  been  literally  crowded  with 
Indians,  who  have  called  in  to 
see  me. 

Medicine  Dance, 

May  7. — Several  Indians  have 
passed  this,  going  to  a  great 
dance,  called  the  medicine  dance^ 
which  is  annually  celebrated  be- 
tween the  time  of  making  sugar 
and  of  planting  corn.  Last  sea- 
son I  was  in  these  parts  too  late 
to  witness  it,  and  now  deeply  re- 
gret that  our  business  does  not 
allow  either  brother  Lvkms  or 
myself  to  attend. 

Interview  with  the  Chiefs^  ^c. 

May  14. — The  neighbouring 
chiefs  and  others,  not  by  our  re- 
quest, assembled  at  our  house  to- 
day, to  express  their  wishes  in  re- 
lation to  some  business  betweea 
them  and  the  United  States.  I 
embraced  the  opportunity  of  en- 
forcing on  them  the  propriety  of 
a  change  of  habits.  They  added 
warm  expressions  of  approbation 
of  our  deportment,  and  of  the 
pleasure  they  felt  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  establishment. 

Erroneous  opinions. 

To-day  a  company  of  Indians 
from  a  distance,  halted  near  our 
house,  dressed  themselves  in 
their  best,  and  inquired  for  me; 
men,  women,  and  children,  shook 
my  hand,  and   appeared  very 
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humble  and  respectfaf.  I  re- 
ceived them  with  attention,  but 
soon  learned  that  they  expected 
us  to  bestow  on  them  presents 
of  food  very  liberally.  I  assur- 
ed them  thnt  we  had  not  settled 
among-  them  for  such  purposes, 
but  in  order  to  impart  to  them 
an. I  their  children  useful  instruc- 
tion, calculated  to  make  them 
more  independent.  They  admit- 
ted the  reasonableness  of  what 
was  said;  but  their  countenances 
indicated  so  much  disappoint- 
ment, that  I  feared  it  mi^ht  oc- 
casion some  undesirable  coldness 
of  feeling. 

Better  views. 
May  17. — The  two  principal 
men  of  the  company,  noticed  in 
the  preceding  note,  called  again, 
but  so  tar  from  being  dissatisfied 
with  what  had  passed,  they  in- 
formed me,  that,  notwithstanding 
they  had  left  their  village  on  the 
Wabash  with  a  view  of  returning 
thither  immediately,  they  had, 
since  they  had  become  acquaint- 
ed with  the  establishment,  de- 
termmed  to  settle  near  to  us. 
They  had  looked  out  a  place 
which  they  would  improve  im- 
mediately ;  would  build  houses 
of  logs  like  ours,  (and  not  of 
bark,  as  is  common  among  these 
people,)  and  for  this  purpose 
borrowed  of  us  ap  axe. 

Reception  of  good  news. 

May  19. — Received  a  large 
packet  of  letters,  papers,  &c. 
which  contain  so  much  good 
news  that  the  circumstance  de- 
serves to  be  noticed.  Rev.  C. 
Martin,  Agent,  is  succeeding  well 
in  his  collections  for  the  mission. 

JVarne  of  the  station. 

It  is  our  design,  and  our  pros- 
pects appear  to  favour  the  same, 
to  establish  divers  mission  sta- 
tions among  the  neighbouring 
tribes,  which  shall  mutually  act 


together,  and,  as  circumstances 
mny  require,  alford  each  other 
assistance.  These  establishments 
would  not  be  considered  so  many 
separate  missions,  located  in  as 
many  different  places,  but  as  the 
same  mission  operating  at  seve- 
ral stations.  This  mission  hav- 
ing acquired  the  general  name 
of  the  Fort  Wayne  jlfirn'on,  it 
was  determined  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Board,  March  14.  that  it 
should  retain  that  general  appel- 
lation. It  was,  at  the  same  time, 
also  resolved,  that,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Convention,  the 
station  on  St.  Joseph's,  be  de- 
nominated the  Carey  Mission  Sta- 
tion. 

Grateful  reflections. 

The  resolution  of  the  Board 
to  name  the  establishment  after 
one  of  the  best  men  in  the  world, 
we  view  as  a  high  encomium  on 
the  mission,  and  as  an  expression 
of  expectation  relative  to  its 
usefulness. 

We  esteem  it  a  singular  fa- 
vour, that  at  the  dating  of  every 
letter,  and  at  the  transacting  of 
all  business  at  the  establishment 
which  requires  a  record,  we 
shall,  by  the  reiteration  of  the 
word  Care?/,  be  admonished  to 
self-denial  and  devotedness  to 
the  cause  of  God  and  religion; 
to  vigilance  and  perseverance 
under  the  most  trying  and  dis- 
couraging circumstances ;  to  pa- 
tience and  forbearance  under  the 
gratings  of  calumny  ;  and,  in 
humble  reliance  on  the  good 
providence  of  God,  to  at- 
tempt great  things — expect  great 
things."  Great,  because  they 
involve  the  temporal  and  eternal 
interests  of  men,  and  because 
their  accomplishment  depends  on 
the  power  of  the  Great  Jehovah, 
and  it  is  only  in  respect  to  the 
instruments  employed  in  bringing 
them  about,  that  littleness  can 
be  attached  to  their  charac- 
ter.     Bid  the  spirit  of  Elijah 
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rest  upon  Elisha?  So  we  would 
pra}'  for  ourselves,  that  the  spir- 
it of  a  Careij  may  rest  upon  us. 

Another  loss  of  property. 
May  22. — On  the  loss  of  our 
property  by  the  upsetting  of  our 
penog^ue  on  the  24th  ult.  we  em- 
ployed Ji  man  to  bring  us  on  two 
wagon  loadfj  more  of  seed  corn, 
seed  potatoes,  together  with 
corn,  flour,  salt,  and  other  ar- 
ticles of  which  we  were  in  great 
want.  The  rivers  being  full, 
this  man  was  induced  to  make  a 
periogue,  and  embark  with  the 
loading  at  the  same  place  we 
had  done;  and  it  is,  with  in- 
creased ^rief,  that  we  hear,  that 
in  the  same  bend  of  the  river, 
and  not  more  than  four  rods 
from  the  place  where  our  first 
load  was  turned  into  the  river, 
this  penogne  also  ran  upon  a 
tree  and  capsized.  A  far  less 
proportion  of  the  loading  was 
rescued  from  the  waves  this 
time,  than  at  the  former.  All 
our  potatoes  and  peas  are  lost, 
and  we  aie  in  danger  of  losing 
almost  an  entire  crop  of  those 
articles  for  want  of  seed.  A  lit- 
tle seed  corn  was  saved,  but 
mostly  wet,  and  has  since  sprout- 
ed. Si>\  more  than  one  third 
of  the  load  was  saved.  The 
loss  is  considerable,  and  we  fear 
it  will  be  felt  by  the  mission 
even  another  year.  We  are 
fpft  to  a  scanty  allowance  of 
breadstuff 

May  23. — We  are  making  ev- 
ery possible  exertion  to  save  the 
family  from  suffering,  at  pre-^ent, 
for  want  of  bread,  and  the  estao- 
li^^bment  from  scarcity  another 
season  for  want  of  set^d  to  plant. 
Have  sent  again  to  Fort  VVayne 
in  haste.  Here  we  are  endeav- 
ouring to  purchase  a  little  corn 
and  potatoes  at  the  several  In- 
dian villages. 

Visit  to  the  Ottazaas. 
May  26  — Believing  that  our 
engagements  with  government 


make  it  really  necessary  for  me 
to  vi«!it  the  Ottawas  on  Grand 
river,  130  miles  N.  E.  of  this,  in 
order  U)  confer  with  them  rela- 
tive to  our  contemplated  mission 
establishment  there,  I  this  day 
left  home  tor  thai  purpose. 

Muy  31.— 1  have  now  been  two 
days  among  the  Ottawas  on 
Grand  river,  about  90  miles  from 
its  mouth,  on  the  eastern  shore 
of  Lake  Michigan.  It  enters  the 
Lake  at  the  computed  distance 
of  75  miles,  partly  north  of  the 
mouth  of  St.  Joseph's.  The  riv- 
er at  this  place  is  about  120 
yards  wide  ;  its  general  course  is 
about  west.  It  is  navigable  for 
boats  that  could  run  on  any  of  the 
Mississippi  waters  of  the  sa:i\e 
size.  The  water  is  not  clear, 
but  resembling  tea,  from  which 
circumstance  we  infer  the  e'xis- 
tence  of  the  numerous  marshes 
and  small  lakes  that  contribute 
to  its  formation.  It  passes 
through  an  uneven  though  not 
mounliiinous  country,  in  which, 
however,  the  traveller  seldom 
meets  with  a  spring  of  water,  or 
even  a  ravine  to  lead  off  the  wa- 
ters that  fall.  The  rains  which 
fall  are  generally  either  drunk 
in  by  the  Foose  sandy  soil,  or 
gathered  into  small  lakes,  in  size 
from  10  to  500  acres. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that 
some  of  these  lakes,  even  those 
which  have  no  visible  commu- 
nication with  other  waters,  a- 
bound  with  fish  of  the  kinds  com- 
mon in  the  rivers  of  this  country. 
By  what  means  were  they  settled 
in  these  waters?  Were  they 
placed  here  when  thfl  waters 
were  first  peopled  by  the  Crea- 
tor? Or  did  the  ancient  inhabit- 
ants place  them  here  that  they 
might  serve  for  food?  Or  have 
fish  existed  in  these  small  lakes 
ever  since  their  formation  by  the 
retiring  of  the  great  Hood  of  wa- 
ters, which  the  face  of  this  coun- 
try in  eveiy  place  declares  to  the 
observer  once  inundated  it  ? 
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Mr.       Coy  called  on  to  cure  an 
idiot. 

An  old  Ottawa  woman  brought 
her  son,  a  young  man,  to  me,  that 
I  might  heal  him  of  the  disease 
of  convulsive  fits,  with  which  he 
has  been  afflicted  from  a  child, 
and  by  which  he  has  been  ren- 
dered quite  an  idiot.  She  said 
that  a  relation  of  hers  had  in- 
formed her  that  one  of  her  chil- 
dren had  been  afflicted  in  the 
same  way,  and  that  a  Roman 
Catholic  priest  by  his  prayers 
had  cured  the  child.  She  had 
taken  this  young  man  to  an  In- 
dian, who  was  reputed  skilful  in 
such  cases,  but  he  did  not  suc- 
ceed in  this,  alleging  as  the 
cause  of  his  failure  that  the  dis- 
ease was  occasioned  by  the  moon 
which  he  could  not  control.  She 
then  applied  to  a  second  doctor, 
whose  success  was  no  better  than 
the  first,  and  who  also  attributed 
the  cause  to  the  influence  of  the 
moon.  Both,  however,  agreed 
in  opinion  that  I  had  power  to 
control  the  moon,  and  that  if  she 
would  bring  her  son  to  me,  he 
would  be  restored  to  health. 
She  had  accordingly  brought  him, 
believing  that  I  could  do  as  had 
been  affirmed  of  me  ;  her  faith  in 
this  respect  being  strengthened 
by  a  change  she  had  discovered 
in  the  symptoms  since  my  arri- 
val, which  she  imputed  to  my 
presence.  Since  the  lad  had 
been  in  my  presence  he  had  had 
a  fit,  but  instead  of  falling  appar- 
ently lifeless  as  formerly,  he  had 
only  a  slight  convulsion,  &c.  I 
told  her  I  did  not  think  I  could 
cure  her  son.  He  was  so  old, 
and  his  disease  of  such  long 
standing,  that  1  did  not  think  he 
would  ever  be  cured. 


Funeral  rites. 

June  1.— As  T  was  retiring  from 
a  village  to  a  place  where  1 
lodged,  I  saw  a  company  of  wo- 


men going  to  perform  a  funeral 
rite  at  the  grave  of  a  child  that 
had  been  buried  a  few  days  On 
my  expressing  a  desire  to  return 
and  witness  the  ceremony,  a  half- 
breed  whom  1  had  with  me  for 
assistance,  and  who  resided  at 
this  place,  assured  me  that  he 
would  give  me  a  correct  account 
of  the  whole  scene  on  such  occa- 
sions. His  statement  was  as  fol- 
lows. 

A  few  days  afler  the  burial  of 
a  child,  the  father,  or  mother,  or 
if  neither  of  these  be  living  and 
present,  another  of  the  nearest 
relation  to  the  deceased,  makes 
a  feast;  that  is,  they  prepare 
corn,  meat,  or  whatever  is  most 
convenient,  and  carry  it  to  the 
grave,  to  which  the  company  of 
sympathizing  friends  repair.  If 
the  feast  be  prepared  by  a  man, 
none  but  men  attend  ;  if  by  a  wo- 
man, none  but  women  attend. 
When  assembled  at  the  grave, 
the  ruler  of  the  feast  distributes 
to  each  of  the  attendants  a  por- 
tion of  the  food  prepared,  and 
each  of  them,  before  eating  any 
themselves,  presents  a  small  por- 
tion to  the  dead,  by  placmg  or 
pouring  it  on  the  head  of  the 
grave  ;  to  allow  of  which  a  small 
aperture  is  usually  left  in  the 
poles  or  boards  that  enclose  the 
grave.  If  in  the  company  of  fe- 
males Ihere  should  be  one  who  is 
considered  scandalously  profli- 
gate, she  is  not  permitted  to  hand 
her  portion  to  the  deceased  her- 
self, but  the  mistress  of  the  feast 
takes  it  at  her  hand  and  ofi"ers  it. 
The  remainder  is  then  eaten  by 
the  company. 


Fea&is  for  the  dead. 

Feasts  for  the  dead  are  cele- 
brated in  a  similar  manner  for 
adults,  and  are  repeated,  usually, 
once  a  year. 

On  returning  from  their  win- 
tering grounds  to  their  villages 
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in  the  spring,  the  grass  and 
Wfc'fis  are  carefully  removed 
from  aronnd  the  graves  of  their 
dtcea<*ed  friend-,  and  none  is 
periTtitted  to  grow  there  during 
summer.  When  nrien  attend 
those  feasts  for  adults,  addresses 
are  made  to  the  dead  as  though 
they  understood  all  that  passed. 
The  circumstances  of  their  pre- 
paring a  seat  within  the  enclo- 
sure of  the  grave  for  the  deceas- 
ed to  sit  upon,  and  of  malting  a 
win<!ow  for  him  to  look  through, 
together  with  their  offering  him 
meat  and  drink,  tobacco,  &c.  as 
well  as  their  conversation  ad- 
dressed to  him,  seem  to  indicate 
a  belief  that  the  deceased  is  not 
really  insensible,  though  1  be- 
lieve thfy  possess  no  distinct 
ideas  on  the  subject.  I  have  not 
found  any  who  could  give  a  ra- 
tional answer  to  questions  which 
one  would  naturally  be  led  to  ask 
on  such  subjects. 

Religious  ceremonies. 

There  has  been  a  time,  no 
doubt,  when  there  was  some- 
thing like  system  in  their  my- 
thology ;  but,  in  every  respect, 
they  have  greatly  degenerated, 
even  within  the  recollection  of 
some,  who  speak  of  the  circum- 
stance with  tears.  ""Now,"  say 
they,  "  our  people  think  of  uoth- 
ing  but  whiskey  !" 

Formerly,  when  they  return- 
ed to  their  villages  in  the  spring, 
they  made  a  feast,  preparing  the 
food  for  which,  would  probably 
occupy  one  day.  At  12  o'clock 
on  the  following  day,  the  people, 
men,  women,  and  children, 
would  assemble  at  a  house  cho- 
sen for  the  purpose.  An  old  and 
respectable  man  among  them 
would  proclaim,  with  a  loud 
voice,  that  the  time  for  taking 
their  seats  had  arrived.  All  be- 
ing seated,  the  old  man  would 
address  them.    They  would  then 


sing  a  song  of  thanksgiving  to 
God  for  past  mercies,  and  re- 
questing a  continuation  of  favours. 
The  old  man  would  then,  in  be- 
half of  the  whole,  put  up  a  pray- 
er to  the  Great  Spirit,  returning 
thanks  for  their  preservation 
through  the  winter,  and  for 
bringing  them  together  again  at 
their  villages,  and  requesting  the 
blessing  of  God  on  their  labours 
through  the  summer,  crying,  as 
my  informant  spontaneously  ob- 
served, "  O,  my  father,  we  want 
corn,  we  want  beans,  &c.  &c. 
give  us  these  things.*'  All 
would  then  eat;  ai'tera  little  res- 
pite they  again  sing ;  singing, 
with  short  intermissions,  would 
be  repeated  four  times  during 
the  service  ;  after  which  all 
would  disperse,  and  as  soon 
afterwards  as  they  chose  would 
commence  gardening,  and  plant- 
ing their  fields. 

Feasts  and  dances  are  still  an- 
nually observed  at  the  same  sea- 
son of  the  year,  but  with  far  less 
order,  solemnity,  and  good  sense. 
This  account  may  be  relied  upon 
as  correct,  so  far  as  it  extends,  as 
we  derive  our  information  from  an 
aged,  intimate  acquaintance,  of 
undoubted  veracity,  who  shed 
tears  on  the  recital,  saying,  at 
those  feasts  I  cried  all  the  time." 

Monumental  inscriptions. 

Among  the  Ottawas  we  often 
find  at  the  head  of  a  grave,  even 
of  a  child,  a  post,  in  height  some- 
what proportioned  to  the  size  and 
age  of  the  deceased.  On  one 
side  is  the  picture  of  an  animal^ 
the  name  of  which  is  the  prevail- 
ing name  in  the  family  ;  as,  for  in- 
stance, one  would  be  called  pan- 
ther, a  second  would  be  named 
after  the  panther's  foot,  a  third 
after  his  tract,  &c.  We  would 
therefore  expect  to  find  on  this 
monumental  post,  the  likejiess  of 
a  panther.     A  clumsy  drawing, 
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slightly  resembling  a  man  wlth- 
oul  a  head,  on  another  side  of 
the  pos!t,  would  represent  a  per- 
son whom  the  deceased,  or,  if  a 
child,  the  father,  or  other  guar- 
dian friend,  had  killed  in  war. 
A  similar  diawing,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  a  head,  would  signify 
one  wounded ;  and  these  em- 
blems would  be  multiplied  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  oc- 
currences which  they  are  intend- 
ed to  represent.  I  conjecture 
that  vanity  often  prompts  them 
to  stretch  a  little  beyond  the 
bounds  of  trutlj. 

By  the  side  of  those  posts  we 
sometimes  find  a  stick  standing, 
say  two  feet  in  length,  with 
which  a  visitant  raps  on  the  post, 
as  if  to  arouse  the  dead,  and  ac- 
quaint him  with  the  arrival  of  his 
friend. 

Marks  of  distinction. 

Posts  of  the  same  figure,  but 
taller,  are  sometimes  placed  on 
the  outside  of  a  house  in  which 
they  perform  one  of  their  dances, 
in  this  case  it  seems  chiefly  de- 
signed for  an  exhibition  of  the 
different  ranks  in  society,  to 
which  the  chiefs  of  the  place  are 
entitled:  The  greatest  man  be- 
ing allowed  to  make  the  largest 
mark,  or  the  most  m  number. 

Decorated  poles. 

We  sometimes  find,  at  their 
villages,  a  tall  pole  handsomely 
peeled,  a  few  streaks  of  vermil- 
ion encircling  it,  and  on  the  top 
a  bunch  of  small  green  boughs 
neatly  tied.  Tbis  is  reared  sole- 
ly for  religious  purposes.  It  is 
designed  to  assist  them  in  their 
devotions,  and  it  is  thought  to  be 
pleasing  to  the  Great  Spirit. 
jBut  1  have  not  been  able  to  as- 
certain that  they  possess  any  dis- 
tinct ideas  on  the  subject. 

Want  of  more  missionaries. 
Until  we  can  obtain  more  mis- 
sionaries,  oar   labours    at  this 


place  must  be  on  a  very  linaited 
scale.  We  wish,  however,  to 
settle  among  them  a  blacksmith, 
and  to  afford  them  some  instruc- 
tion in  relation  to  husbandry  this 
season. 

Kind  treatment  hy  an  Indian  and 
his  wife, 

June  3. — Having  travelled  two 
days  towards  home,  1  find  mj^self 
in  the  house  of  an  Indian  friend, 
w  ho,  with  his  wife,  is  so  much 
more  refined  and  hospitable  than 
any  others  I  have  seen  since  1 
left  home,  that  the  circumstance 
deserves  notice.  No  sooner  had 
1  alighted,  than  the  man  came, 
and  shaking  my  hand,  invited  me 
into  his  little  house,  which  he 
kept  as  close  almost  as  an  oven, 
in  order  to  keep  out  the  mosche- 
toes.  While  the  good  woman 
v^as  preparing  supper,  the  land- 
lord sweetened  a  kettle  of  uater 
for  us  to  drink.  This  is  a  commoft 
beverage  among  these  Indians. 
1  have  become  so  used  to  it,  that 
I  find  it  quite  palatable,  and  al- 
ways grateful  to  my  stomach. 
I  had  with  me  a  little  tea,  which 
1  requested  should  be  prepared 
for  us.  They  could  turnish 
meat,  but  no  bread.  While  I 
was  delighted  vviih  the  kindness 
which  was  shown  to  us,  the  sim- 
plicity of  the  style  was  a  little 
amusing,  though  it  was,  by  the 
bye,  the  utmost  stretch  towards 
refinement  of  manners,  that  could 
be  made  at  present.  For  want 
of  a  table,  the  cloth  was  spread 
on  the  floor,  on  which  we  also 
seated  ourselves,  with  the  land- 
lady seated  in  the  same  way,  at 
one  side,  in  order  to  pour  the  tea. 
This  was  poured  into  bowls,  and 
cooled  in  wooden  ladles,  kc.  &.c. 
The  best  place  in  the  house  was 
given  me  to  sleep  on. 

Proceed  on  ike  journey  homeward. 

June  4. — Left  two  of  the  men 
Avho  had  tired,  and  proceeded  with 
a  third  on  foot,  he  having  tired 
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bis  horse,  and  left  htm  in  the 
woods. 

Arrive  at  home. 

June  5 — Fell  in  with  a  man 
returnm*  from  Detroit,  whom  I 
had  sent  thither  on  hnsines:?. 
Wiis  distressed  on  learning  that 
a  vessel  which  we  expected 
would,  agreeably  to  contract, 
bring  n*;  by  the  lOth  inst.  50  bar- 
rels of  flour,  and  other  things 
which  we  greatly  needed,  had 
not  pa>4sed  Detroit  on  the  28th 
ult.  consequently  1  fear  the  fami- 
ly will  suffer  for  want  of  provi- 
sions. Sent  word  among  the  In- 
dians that  I  would  pay  them  well 
for  every  grain  of  corn  that  they 
would  bring  us.  Prospect  of 
getting  very  dull.  At  12  o'clock 
arrived  at  home.  Found  all  well. 
The  business  in  the  schools, 
(which  contain  40  native  schol- 
ars,) in  the  house,  and  on  the 
farm,  all  moving  on  pleasantly. 
Never  did  1  feel  myself  more 
blest  than  on  finding  harmony, 
patience,  cheerfulness,  and  hope, 
abounding  under  peculiarly  trying 
and  threatening  circumstances. 
The  allowance  of  bread  was 
very  short  indeed,  and  our  corn 
partly  exhausted;  yet  none  com- 
plamed,  and  all  hoped  for  bett«r 
times.  Brother  Lykins  was  out 
in  quest  of  corn,  obtained  a  lit- 
tle ;  says  he  does  not  believe 
there  is  as  much  in  the  country, 
within  many  miles  of  this  place, 
as  would  suffice  for  our  family 
two  weeks. 

In  my  absence  they  had  pro- 
cured and  planted  about  7  bush- 
els of  potatoes.  A  boy  who  had 
formerly  attended  our  school  at 
Fort  Wayne,  and  his  brother, 
had  been  offered  to  the  fa.nily  ; 
but,  on  account  of  the  scarcity 
that  prevailed,  it  had  been 
thought  inadvisable  to  take  them 
at  present. 

Visited  by  an  exploring  party. 
The  school  had  been  divided 
on  the  2d  jnst.  and  the  females 


placed  in  charge  of  a  young  lady 
we  had  hired.  The  establish- 
ment had  been  honoured  by  a 
call  from  five  gentlemen,  com- 
missioned by  government  to  go 
on  an  exploring  tour  to  the  we:^t- 
ward,  VIZ.  Major  S.  H.  Long, 
commander,  &c.  Mr  Thoraa« 
Say,  zoologist  ani  antiqauian ; 
Mr.  James  E.  Calhoun,  asj^istaut 
topo2:rapher  and  astronomer  ; 
Mr.  Samuel  Seymour,  landscape 
painter;  and  Mr.  Wm.  Keating, 
mineralogist  and  geologist. 

Attacked  with  cholera  morbus. 

In  the  evening  was  attacked 
with  cholera  morbus,  occasioned, 
I  suppose,  by  want  of  food  more 
grateful  to  my  stomach  than  I 
had  lately  been  allowed. 

Another  disappointment. 
June  6. — This  day  we  expect- 
ed a  wagon  here  from  Fort 
Wayne,  with  corn,  potatoes,  kc. 
for  us.  Hearing  nothing  from  it, 
we  sent  off  one  of  our  teams  in 
haste  to  the  Fort  for  flour. 

Letter  from  the  Indian  Department. 

June  7 — The  neighbouring 
chiefs  came  in  to  hear  the  con- 
tents of  a  letter  addressed  to  them 
from  the  Indian  Department. 

Letter  from  Brother  Roberts. 

June  8. — Unable  to  preach, 
lectured  from  my  seat,  prayed, 
&:c.  and  read  and  explained  to  the 
children  part  of  a  letter  from 
brother  Roberts  of  the  Cherokee 
Mission,  published  in  the  Lumi- 
nary," which  informs  of  the  seri- 
ous attention  to  preaching,  and 
of  the  prayerful  inquiries  after 
religion,  among  the  people  and 
children  of  his  charge.  May  the 
mercies  of  the  Lord  exceed  the 
most  sanguine  expectations  of 
those  highly  tavourod  brethren, 
and  may  even  these  Indians  also 
be  graciously  remembered  ! 

Sickness  continues. 
June  9. — Able  to  v/alk  about, 
and  write  a  little ;  several  of  the 
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family  indisposed  with  dysentery; 
one  man  dangerously  ill.  I  sup- 
pose our  complaint  is  occasioned 
chiefly  by  an  absence  of  whole- 
some food,  particularly  bread,  of 
which  we  have  eaten  none  of 
consequence  for  some  time.  We 
cannot  afford  the  sick  half  as 
much  as  they  ought  to  have,  and 
that  little  which  thoy  get  is  dam- 
aged. 

Generous  Indian, 

June  13. — Sent  out  two  men 
to  seek  for  corn,  as  we  have  not 
enough  to  last  us  through  the 
day.  Obtained  a  little.  The  In- 
dian had  not  the  corn  to  spare, 
and  refused  to  sell  it;  but  said, 
"  It  is  too  bad  to  be  hungry.  I 
will  give  my  father  that  bag  full. 
1  believe  I  will  lose  nothing  by 
it,  for  I  think  he  will  give  me  as 
much  when  he  shall  have  obtain- 
ed corn." 

Health  improving. 

June  14  — Our  health  is  a  lit- 
tle improved,  but  all  complained 
ef  great  debility,  except  the  In- 
dian part  of  our  family,  who  bear 
the  absence  of  bread  without  ap- 
parent inconvenience. 

Brother  Ficklin  arrived  with  cat- 
tle from  Kentucky. 

June  15. — This  evening  arriv- 
ed 121  head  of  cattle,  which  had 
been  collected  by  Rev.  Corbly 
Martin,  Agent,  in  Kentucky,  and 
which  were  brought  hither  by 
Rev.  John  H.  Ficklin.  The 
drove  when  it  started  contained 
upwards  of  200.  They  came  as 
safely  as  could  be  expected  as 
far  as  Port  Wayne,  where  they 
left  about  60  to  recruit  and  to 
be  brought  on  at  another  time. 

This  is  a  most  valuable  acqui- 
sition to  the  property  of  the  mis- 
sion. We  were  in  want  of  the 
cattle,  but  did  not  expect  that 
half  the  number  would  be  sent 
to  us.  With  grateful  emotions 
we  would  record  the  liberality 
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of  our  Kentucky  friends,  and 
pray  that  God  may  far  exceed 
their  expectations  in  remunerat- 
ing them. 

Brother  Ficklin  departs. 
June  17. — Having  been  gratifi- 
ed with  the  company  and  con- 
versation of  brother  Ficklin,  we 
were  forced  to  realize  the 
pain  of  giving  him  the  parting^ 
hand.  The  society  of  Christians 
is,  in  this  wilderness,  very  dear. 

Motives  for  gratitude. 
Flour  by  way  of  the  lake  not 
arrived :  one  of  our  wagons  re- 
turned with  corn  and  potatoes, 
but  no  flour.  Hope  the  other 
will  be  here  with  flour  in  a  few 
days.  Feel  thankful  that  cur 
business  is  not  materially  aff'ect- 
ed  by  our  scarcity.  We  have 
fenced  almost  60  acres  of  land, 
are  growing  35  acres  of  corn,  and 
have  two  acres  in  garden.  Our 
difficulties  are  not  greater  thao 
we  ought  to  expect,  our  pros- 
pects of  usefulness  are  encourag- 
ing, and  the  mercies  of  the  Lord 
are  great. 


CHEROKEE  MISSION. 

The  Rev.  Mr,  Roberts  writes 
from  the  Valley  Towns,  that  the 
mision  has  some  little  encourage- 
ment, from  the  manifestation  of 
the  grace  of  God,  in  the  hopeful 
conversion  of  two  or  three  of  the 
natives. 

"  One  of  them  is  Wasadi,  a  full 
breed,  and  a  member  of  the  Na- 
tional Council.  He  is  totally  ig- 
norant of  the  English  language, 
and  what  knowledge  he  has  of 
divine  things  was  communicated 
to  him  through  the  medium  of 
our  interpreter,  and  the  portions 
of  Scripture  translated  into  the 
Indian  language.  He  appears  to 
be  an  "-^  Israelite  indeed,  in  whom 
is  no  guile."     He  feels  a  great 
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concern  for  his  people,  and 
thinkri  if  they  only  knew  of  the 
Saviour,  all  wotiM  believe.  He 
askerl  whether  the  ungodly  white 
people  ever  heard  the  gospel. 
Wherx  answered  that  they  did, 
he  was  astonished  that  they 
could  continue  in  sin  and  un- 
bolief.  He  goes  about  among 
his  people  to  tell  what  a  precious 
Saviour  he  has  found.  He  prays 
with  them,  and  for  them,  and  per- 
suades them  to  look  to  the  Lamb 
of  God  for  the  pardon  of  sin,  and 
their  acceptance  with  Heaven. 
He  says  that  he  used  to  dread 
the  thoughts  of  dying,  but  now 
his  fears  are  all  gone,  and  he 
feels  very  happy.  I  asked  what 
made  him  feel  so  happy  ?  He 
said,  I  am  thinking  all  the  time 
about  Jesus  Christ.''  When  at 
bonje,  he  has  worship  regularly 
in  his  family,  morning  and  even- 
ing. May  God  make  him  a  shin- 
ing light  in  this  benighted  land." 

A  letter  from  another  of  the 
mission  family,  dated  September 
6,  1823,  states  : — 


"The  week  before  last,  we 
were  favoured  with  a  visit  from 
brethren  Mercer  and  Sherwood, 
of  Georgia.  They  staid  with  us 
five  days,  examined  the  children, 
and  preached  several  times. 
Brother  Sherwood  has  promised 
to  visit  us  again  as  soon  a.^  he  can 
make  it  convenient. 

"Our  school  has  been  but 
small  since  the  vacation  in  July, 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  the 
measles  among  the  children. 
We  have  requested  them  not  to 
return  till  quite  recovered. 
Some  of  our  pupils  who  left  the 
school,  through  the  influence  of 
friends  in  North  Carolina,  have 
returned  this  week,  and  we  learn 
that  more  are  coming.  Thus 
the  effect  of  exertions  to  injure 
the  mission  is  dying  away  of  it- 
self. The  boys  belonging  to  the 
school  improve  in  willingness 
and  ability  to  labour  on  the  farm. 
Mrs.  Jones  has  undertaken  the 
tuition  of  the  girls,  and  such  of 
the  boys  as  are  too  small  to 
work."  ILmn. 


HeUgious  Communicattons. 


The  following  is  an  Extract  from  a 
Letter,  addressed  by  the  daujjrhter 

of  Rev.  Mr.  C  ,  to  a  minister 

whose  labours  had  been  greatly 
blessed  to  the  family. 

Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

Tlje  Lord  has  done  wonders  for  us, 
and  they  are  marvellous  in  our  eyes. 
1  should  be  ha})py  to  say  that  all  four 
of  us  sisters  who  heard  your  conver- 
sation on  Friday  evening,  had  found 
a  Saviour.  Sulfice  it  to  say,  that  two 
of  us  have  obtained  a  hope  that  we 
have  passed  from  death  to  life,  viz. 
L.  and  your  unworthy  friend  who 
is  addressing  you.  Wc  are  ready  to 
exclaim,  what  has  God  wrought !" — 
M.  appears  very  anxious,  and  I 
think  will  never  turn  back.  E. 
has  had  the  most  powerful  convictions, 
and  has  found  some  relief,  but  h  nn- 
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willing  to  acknowledge  it.  But  on 
this  I  need  not  enlarge. — Mr.  N —  has 
conversed  vviih  her,  and  will  inforrai 
you  more  correctly  than  I  can  write. 

The  Avork,  dear  Sir,  will  not,  we 
trust,  stop  here  ;  for  we  believe  God 
has  a  great  work  to  do  in  this  place, 
and  he  will  perform  it.  What  conde- 
scension !  What  mercy !  and  what 
kindness,  that  he  should  visit  a  peo- 
ple, that  had  so  far  rcA  olted  from  him  I 
A  hardened,  stiflnecked,  rebellious 
people  !  O  it  is  a  wonder  of  won- 
ders ! — 

Yesterday  Mr.  F — visited  us.  He 
was  desirous  to  spc  the  people  in  this 
place  ;  and  for  this  purpose,  he  took 
one  or  two  persons  with  him,  and  they 
called  on  a  number  of  families,  and 
found  many  inquiring  the  way  to  Zion 
with  their  faces  thilhoi  ward.  Among 
the  rest  were  two  daughters  of  Mr. 
J^.      I  fancy  I  bear  you  say,  this 
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13  g-ood  news.  This  is  what  I  lonired,  I 
hoped  to  hear.  Yes,  ray  friend,  this  is 
true  concerning  us.  This  heart, 
which  dictates  what  to  write  to  you 
at  this  time,  this  stubborn,  this  frozen 
and  obdurate  heart,  was  aiado  to  melt 
in  about  an  hour  after  you  left  us. 
Your  conversation  was  truly  blessed 
to  my  soul.  May  this  encourage  you 
to  speak  comfortably  to  all  who  feel  a 
sense  of  their  sins,  and  their  need  of 
pardoning-  love  through  Christ's  aton- 
ing hiood";  and  to  warn  those  who  are 
blilid  and  naked,  to  flee  from  the  wrath 
to  come. 

I  have  often  thought  of  writing  you  ; 
and  as  Mr.  N —  informed  me  he  should 
see  you,  I  could  not  let  the  opportuni- 
ty sli;).  You  see  I  do  not  study  meth- 
od, nor  regard  penmanship.  A  more 
noble  object  attracts  my  view,  even 
the  glorious  Redeemet,  the  Saviour 
of  lost  sinners.  What  name  is  so  di- 
vinely sweet.  I  would  fain  spend  (he 
night  in  writing  you  of  this  blessed 
Jesus.  But  had  I  the  tongue  of  an 
angel,  I  could  not  describe  to  you  the 
fulness,  the  beauty,  and  the  glory  I 
have  discovered  in  this  wonderful 
character 

Pray  for  me,  kind  Sir,  that  I  may 
see  my  nothingness,  and  feel  my  de- 
pendence on  him,  and  that  I  may  not 
like  Peter  be  left  to  deny  my  Lord 
and  Master.  But  that  I  may  choose 
the  seat  that  Mary  chose,  that  1  may 
wash  his  feet  with  my  tears,  and  wipe 
them  with  the  hairs  of  my  head,  is  the 
sincere  desire  of  your  affectionate 
though  unworthy  friend  E. 


EXTRACT    OF    A    LETTER    FROM  MR. 
EVELETH  TO   MR.  SHARP. 

Eastporl^  JVor.  4,  1823^ 
Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

"Though  unworthy  of  the  least  at- 
tention from  the  people  of  God,  I  beg 
the  liberty  to  inform  you,  that  we 
have  enjoyed  rich  tokens  of  the  good- 
ness of  God  during  the  past  summer. 
I  have  baptized  twenty-eight,  twelve 
have  been  added  by  letter,  &c.  Sev- 
eral individuals  in  our  society  have 
obtained  a  hope.  The  revival  has 
heen  equally  extensive  in  the  Chris- 
tian Society.  This  is  a  great  cause  of 
joy  and  gratitude.  There  are,  how- 
ever, many  who  know  neither  the  F'a- 
ther  nor  the  Son.  These  are  objects 
of  pity  and  prayer.  I  fear  that  the 
reformation  is  nearly  to  a  close^  but  I 


trust  the  fruits  of  it  will  continue  and 
prove  the  genuineness  of  the  work. 

There  have  been  instituted  in  thia 
place  two  Juvenile  Education  Soci- 
eties, auxiliary  to  the  Judson  Educa- 
tion Society.  The  number  of  mem- 
bers is  about  thirty  in  each  Society.'*- 


LETTER  TO  ONE  OF  THE  EDITORS. 

Albany^  Nov.  12,  1823. 
My  dear  Brother, 

Beini^  fully  confident  that  religious  in- 
telligence is  ever  welcome  to  a  min- 
ister of  Christy  I  have  taken  the  lib- 
erty to  transmit  to  you,  the  following 
communication. 

The  past  history  of  the  first  Bap- 
tist Church  in  this  City,  may  be  seen 
in  the  similitude,  and  read  by  the 
light  reflected  from  Horeb's  burning 
bush — Behold  !  the  bush  burned  witlv 
fire,  but  the  bush  is  not  consumed. 

During  the  year  1822,  though  no 
special  revival  occurred,  yet  the  ac- 
tive members  of  the  church  seemed 
emulous  to  excel  in  every  good  word 
and  work.  A  number,  who  by  their 
remissness  in  duty,  or  change  of  senti- 
ment, had  lost  the  confidence  and  fel- 
lowship of  their  brethren,  returned  a- 
gain  with  humility,  and  were  afi'eC" 
tionately  received  into  the  bosom  of 
the  Church.  The  scattered  congre- 
gation collected  together,  and  listened 
with  attention  to  the  word  of  life. 
Thus  happily  united,  our  eyes  and  our 
hearts  were  directed  to  the  throne  of 
God,  while  the  burden  of  our  prayer 
was,  "  Come,  Lord  Jesus,  come  quick- 
ly." "  Nor  shall  it  e'orbe  said,  pray- 
ing breath  was  ever  spent  in  vain." 

About  the  beginning  of  April  last, 
a  glorious  work  of  grace  commenced 
amongst  the  dear  youth  of  our  congre- 
gation. It  was  soon  ascertained,  that 
there  were  several  deeply  impressed 
and  anxiously  inquiring  what  they 
should  do  to  be  saved  !  Our  brethren, 
like  David  and  his  host,  "  began  to 
bestir  themselves."  Until  within  a 
few  weeks  past,  this  gracious  work 
has  progressed  in  its  triumphant 
march ;  and  even  at  the  present  time, 
there  are  a  number  who  appear  to  be 
seeking  the  Lord  sorrowing,  and 
whom,  we  hope,  are  not  far  from  the 
kingdom  of  God.  During  the  revival, 
enthusiasm  has  disclosed  no  new  rev- 
elation, and  in  but  a  very  few  instan- 
ces, has  she  even  attempted  to  light 
up  her  torch.     The  coaverts  have 
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been  the  subjects  of  powerful,  yet  ra- 
tional conviction.  Their  sorrows  have 
been  inexpressible,  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, almost  insupportable.  Their 
deliverance  has  generally  been  effect- 
ed by  the  application  of  some  ;'recious 
promises  from  the  sacred  scriptures, 
accompanied  with  a  holy  resignation 
of  heart,  and  with  joy  unspeakable 
and  full  of  glory. 

Since  the  commencement  of  this 
■work,  there  have  been  added  to  the 
church  between  thirty  and  forty  by 
bantism,  and  more  than  twenty  by 
letter,  making  an  increase  of  sixty 
new  communicants.  Nine  of  the  dear 
youth  who  have  recently  put  on 
Christ,  are  usefully  employed  as  teach- 
ers HI  our  Sabbath  school — the  most  of 
•whom  had  commenced  this  self-deny- 
ing labo'ir  of  love  previous  to  the  date 
of  their  religious  impressions.  Bless- 
ed is  he  that  considereth  the  poor : 
the  Lord  will  deliver  him  in  time  of 
trouble.^'  The  above  named  excel- 
lent Institution,  under  the  smiles  of  an 
indulgent  Providence,  has  flourished 
l^eyond  our  most  sanguine  anticipa- 


tions. The  school,  at  present,  con* 
sists  of  about  2  ;0  children,  the  most 
of  whom  are  from  families  of  indigent 
circumstances,  these  are  under  the 
patronage  and  tuition  of  nine  males 
and  eleven  females,  all  of  whom  ap- 
pear much  devoted  to  their  benevo  - 
lent employment.  A  library  has 
been  recently  coUected  and  establish- 
ed for  the  benefit  of  the  school,  which 
is  now  in  useful  operation,  and  augurs 
much  in  favour  of  the  perpetuity  and 
future  beneficence  of  the  Institution. 

The  heavy  debt  contracted  in  the 
purchase  and  fitting  up  of  our  place 
of  worship,  by  the  exertions  and  lib- 
erality of  our  brethren  and  friendsy 
ha?,  wi  hin  a  few  weeks  past,  been 
consideiably  reduced  ;  and  the  pres- 
ent prospect  is,  that  this  threatening 
scourge,  will  be  eventually  removed. 
These  tokens  of  divine  approbation 
encourage  us  to  believe,  that  the 
Lord  is  our  defence,  and  the  holy  One 
of  Israel  is  our  King."  Therefore  we 
will  glory  only  in  the  Lord 

Yours,  &c. 


jVnSS  REBEKAH  SMITR, 


Miss  Smith,  aged  32  years,  was 
born  March  6,  1791,  and  died  at  Am- 
herst, N.  H.  March  10,  1823.  From 
her  childhood  she  occasionally  had 
serious  reflections  respecting  the 
welfare  of  her  soul ;  but  during  the 
year  1812,  she  was  deeply  and  eff'ec- 
tually  impressed  with  a  view  of  her 
lost  condition  as  a  sinner,  and  the  val- 
ue of  an  interest  in  the  salvation  of 
the  Gospel. 

After  passing  several  months  in 
affliction  and  sorrow  on  account  of  her 
sins,  she  was  led  to  hope  in  the  mer- 
cy of  God  through  Jesus  Christ.  But 
her  hope  was  attended  with  so  many 
fears  lest  she  had  deceived  herself, 
that  she  neglected  to  name  the  name 
of  Christ  by  a  visible  profession  of  re- 
ligion till  May  29,  1814;  at  which 
time  she  received  the  ordinance  of  Bap- 
tism, and  was  united  with  the  Baptist 
Church  in  Milford,  a  town  adjoining 
Amherst,  the  place  of  her  nativity. 

After  publicly  espousing  the  cause  of 
Christianity,  she  went  on  her  way  re- 
joicing, and  continued  to  adorn  the 
doctrine  of  God  her  Saviour,  by  giving 


lucid  evidence  of  the  reality  and  the 
purifying  tendency  of  the  religion  she 
had  professed. 

In  the  autumn  of  1822,  her  health 
began  to  decline.  She  applied  to  a 
physician,  and  observing  that  he  ex- 
hibited some  fears  respecting  the 
issue  of  her  disease,  she  desired  that 
he  would  tell  her  plainly  what  he 
thought  of  her  case  ;  assuring  him  it 
would  neither  surprise  nor  terrify  her 
to  hear  his  opinion  that  there  was  no 
hope  of  her  recovery  ;  for  she  had  be- 
lieved she  was  witnessing  her  last  ill- 
ness. 

About  this  time  she  remarked  to  a 
friend  who  expressed  apprehensions 
that  she  would  not  continue  long,  "  I 
fear  I  shall  not  have  patience  to  u-ait 
till  my  change  come.'"  Subsequently 
to  this  she  discovered  no  anxiety  to 
recover,  but  a  perfect  willingness  to 
depart  whenever  the  should  be  called. 
For  five  weeks  previous  to  her  decease 
she  was  confined  to  her  bed  almost 
entirely.  She  was  feeble,  and  exer- 
cised with  considerable  faint  distress, 
but  she  manifested  great  patience  and 
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resignation.  Not  a  murmur  was  heard 
from  her  lips ;  in  meekness  she  pos- 
sessed her  spirit,  and  waited  for  the 
coming  of  her  Lord. 

On  the  morning  of  March  10,  she  ap- 
peared to  be  near  her  departure.  She 
called  her  mother,  and  with  great 
composure  said  to  her,  I  am  going." 
Her  mother  inquired,  Are  you  wil- 
ling to  go  "  O  yes."  Does  death 
appear  a  terror  to  you  ?"  "  Not  at  all," 
she  replied.  She  continued  to  possess 
her  reason  during  the  day,  and  exhib- 
ited the  same  serenity  of  mind  till 
evening,  when  she  breathed  her  last 
without  a  struggle  or  a  groan.  Prec- 
ious in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the 
death  of  his  saints." 

Miss  Smith  was  mild  in  her  disposi- 
tion and  unassuming  in  her  manners. 
She  evinced  her  regard  for  the  inter- 
ests of  Zion,  by  directing  $80  of  the 
avails  of  her  industry  to  be  paid  to  the 
N.  H.  Doniestic  Missionary  Society, 
and  $'■20  to  the  support  of  the  ministry 
in  the  church  of  which  she  died  a 
member.  "The  just  shall  be  had  in 
everlastins:  remembravice  ;"  and  this 
short  notice  of  one  of  the  deceased 
daughters  of  Zion,  seems  due  to 
her  amiable  worth  and  modest  vir- 
tues. 


MRS.  POLLY  FARNSWORTH. 

Mrs.  Farnsworth,  the  daughter  of 
Zephaniah  Holmes,  Esq.  v/as  born  at 
Bennington,  March,  1784,  and  died  at 
Fairfield,  in  Vermont,  July  11th  1823. 
She  was  favoured  in  early  life  with 
the  instruction  of  pious  parents,  and 
"was,  while  quite  a  child,  the  subject 
of  serious  impressions,  and  often  re- 
marked "  that  she  could  hardly  re- 
member when  her  attention  was  first 
called  up  to  the  concerns  of  eternity  ; 
but  the  vanities  of  the  world,  the  fol- 
lies and  amusements  common  to 
youth,  and  the  depravity  of  her  heart, 
served  to  suppress  them,  and  her  early 
years  were  devoted  to  sin  and  foil}'," 
a  circumstance  which  she  often  men- 
tioned as  a  source. of  peculiar  regret. 
"When  arrived  at  the  age  of  thirteen, 
during  a  very  powerful  revival  of  re- 
ligion in  Fairfax,  (to  which  place  her 
parents  had  thru  removed.)  she  be- 
came the  subject  of  more  serious  and 
powerful  impressions  of  the  Holy  Spir- 
it, and  was  more  fully  convinced  of 
the  evil  of  sin  and  her  need  of  an  in- 
terest in  the  Saviour,  whom,  at  last, 
she  was  enabled  by  divine  grace  to 
embrace,  and  he  became  to  her  the 
Lord  her  righteousness.      She  now 


submitted  to  the  ordinance  of  baptism, 
and  made  a  public  profession  of  her 
faith  in  Christ  and  his  doctrine, 
which,  during  the  residue  of  her  life, 
she  adorned  by  a  well  ordered  life 
and  conversation. 

In  1813  she  was  married  to  the  Hon. 
L  D.  Farnsworth,  of  Fairfield.  Upon 
the  duries  of  this  new  situation  in  life, 
she  appeared  to  enter  with  peculiar 
ditfidence,  and  made  it  frequently  the 
subject  of  earnest  prayer,  that  she 
might  be  enabled  to  fill  it  and  dis- 
charge its  important  duties,  (her  hus- 
band having  then  a  family  of  small 
children,)  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 
which  she  was  enabled  eminently  to 
do.  Being  remarkably  placid  and 
mild  in  her  disposition,  she  was  great- 
ly beloved  by  all  who  knew  her. 
The  house  of  her  husband,  which  was 
ever  a  kind  home  for  missionaries, 
was  much  frequented  by  the  pious 
traveller,  which  appeared  always  to 
give  her  peculiar  satisfaction  ;  for  to 
her  it  seemed  even  to  be  a  privilege 
to  wash  the  feet  of  the  saints.  In  the 
promotion  and  support  of  Missionary 
and  Bible  Societies  she  took  a  very 
lively  interest,  and  for  a  number  of  the 
last  years  of  her  life,  was  a  vei  y  ac- 
tive member  of  them.  In  rendering 
acts  of  kindness  and  charity  to  the 
needy  and  unfortunate  she  distin- 
guished herself,  and  it  might  truly  be 
said  of  her,  the  ble.ssuig  of  many 
that  were  ready  to  perish  came  upon 
her."  When  her  health  woind  ud- 
rait  of  her  going  there,  her  seat  was 
never  empty  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord  on  the  Sabbath.  ISalurally  of 
a  feeble  constitution,  and  strongly  pre- 
disposed to  a  pulmonary  complaint,  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  season  of  18ii2, 
she  began  evidently  to  decline.  As  a 
matter  of  duty,  as  she  often  remarked, 
she  submitted  to  the  trial  of  all  the 
medical  assistance  which  could  be 
obtained,  without  any  lasting  benefit. 
Strongly  impressed  with  the  belief 
that  this  would  be  her  last  illness,  she 
appeared  to  be  very  earnestly  enga- 
ged to  set  her  house  in  order,  and  to 
have  her  lamp  trimmed  and  burning. 
Sue  gradually  declined  until  sometime 
in  April,  1823,  when  she  wsis  so  redu- 
ced as  to  be  confined  to  her  bed. 
During  her  long  confinement  she  ap- 
peared to  be  greatly  blessed  with  the 
presence  and  enjoyment  of  God  ;  and 
often  remarked,  how  great  is  the  con- 
descension of  my  Saviour  to  such  a 
worm  as  I  am  ;  truly  he  is  a  friend  that 
sticketh  closer  than  a  brother."  'I'o 
her  husband,  who  was  much  affected 
by  the  prospect  of  soon  beings  obliged 
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to  give  the  parting  baud,  when  he  in- 
quired, Are  you  wilhu^  to  go  and  leave 
me  in  tliis  unfrieiully  world  ? — she  an- 
swered, Ves,  while  it  has  been 
truly  a  very  great  trial  to  me  to  think 
of  it,  and  lor  a  long  time  I  could  not 
be  reconciled  to  it,  yet  God,  I  trust, 
by  bis  grace  has  enabled  me  to  give 
yo>.j  and  ihc  children  up  with  my  own 
sowl  10  him,  and  now  my  only  anxiety 
is  to  be  perfectly  reconciled  to  his 
will."  V\  hen  she  discovered  that  he 
wept,  she  added,  ^'  why  weep?  if  we 
are  what  we  have  hoped,  we  shall 
part  bui  for  anight,  as  it  were,  to  meet 
in  the  morning  in  the  presence  and 
likeness  of  Christ  where  parting  shall 
be  no  more,  and  we  shall  be  free  from 
sin/' 

'Vhen  the  ministering  servants  of 
her  Lord  and  other  pious  friends  called 
upon  her  dunng  her  illness,  it  was  ev- 
er her  privilege  to  have  prayers.  On 
their  iiiquiriiig,  as  they  often  did,  for 
■what  shail  we  pray  ?  She  would  an- 
swer, ^"  that  my  will  jnay  be  swallow- 
ed up  in  the  will  of  God,  that  I  may 
never  be  left  to  murmur  or  repine  at 
his  providential  dealings  with  me,  and 
especially  that  I  may  have  patience 
to  wait  my  appomtcd  time."  She  ap- 
peared to  enjoy  her  reason  to  the 
last,  and  when  the  trying  hour  arriv- 
ed, was  able  to  converse  with  a  more 
audible  voice  than  she  had  for  several 
weeks  before.  On  being  asked  by  her 
weeping  companion,  Do  you  still 
feel  your  confidence  in  God,  and  a 
willingness  to  resign  yourself  to  him  ? 
She  answered,  O  yes,  v.  hile  I  feel 
that  1  am  but  a  worm,  and  have  noth- 
ing of  mine  oAvn  to  recommend  me  to 
the  favour  of  God,  the  Saviour  ap- 
pears all-sufficient  and  altogether  love- 
ly, and  I  know  that  he  is  able  to  keep 
that  which  I  have  committed  to  his 
care ;  pray  for  me  that  1  may  have 
patience  to  wait  his  coming."  \\  hen 
the  children,  who  had  been  so  kindly 
nursed  by  her  care,  gathered  about 
her  dying  bed  and  wept,  she  took  an 
atlectionate  leave  of  each  of  them, 
and  exhorted  them  not  to  weep  for 
her  but  for  themselves,  and  to  pre- 
pare to  follow  her.  After  which, 
she  uttered  the  exclamation,  Can 
tliis  be  death?  Oh,  come,  Lord  Jesus, 
come  quickly,"  and  without  a  struggle 
or  a  groan  closed  her  eyes  in  death, 
apparently  with  a  smiie  upon  her 
countenance,  and  entered,  we  fondly 
hope,  into  that  rest,  that  remaineth 
for  the  people  of  God.  Well  might 
she  sing  w  ith  pious  Simeon — 

"Now  I  can  leave  this  world,  he  cried, 

Behold  thy  servant  dies  ; 
I've  seen  thy  great  salvation  lord, 

And  dpse  my  peaceful  eyes." 


MRS.  DOLLY  RIPLEY. 

Mrs.  Dolly  Ripley  was  bom  in 
Hallowell,  Me.  July  27,  1000.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Jacob,  and 
Mrs.  Deborah  Smith.  Her  excellent 
father  died  of  a  pulmonary  consump- 
tion, at  a  distance  from  his  family,  ia 
Epping,  N.  H.  His  end  was  peace. 
I  have  often  heard  my  dear  wife  relate 
the  very  interesting  particulars  of  his 
last  sickness  and  death,  as  witnessed 
by  her  mother  and  eldest  brother. 
Never  did  a  child  manifest  greater  re- 
spect and  affection  for  a  parent,  thaa 
she  Hid  towards  her  f:iiher,  though  re- 
moved from  her  when  she  was  but 
eight  years  old.  A  short  time  previ- 
ous to  her  death,  her  mother  related 
to  mo  the  particulars  of  his  departure. 
Her  daughter  listened  to  the  narrative 
with  interest  and  pleasure  ;  and  at  its 
conclusion,  remarked,  that  before  her 
conversion,  she  desired  to  go  to  heaven, 
because  her  f;ither  was  there,  but  after 
that  change  she  desiied  heaven,  be- 
caus-e  Christ  was  there. 

In  the  year  1811,  the  family  removed 
to  Bath,  in  consequence  of  the  mar- 
riage of  her  mother  to  Hezekiah  Wy- 
man,  Esq.  of  that  place.  And 
duriiig  the  great  revival  of  religion 
"vvhich  took  place  there  in  1816,  ^ilrs. 
Ripley,  we  trust,  experienced  the 
renovating  influences  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Though  her  views  and  feel- 
ings on  religious  subjects  w^ere  changed 
while  she  was  at  Bath,  yet  she  did  no  t 
enjoy  settled  peace  or  comfort  until  af- 
terwards, while  attending  a  school  in 
Portland. 

On  the  4th  of  May,  1817,  she  was. 
baptized  at  Bath,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Stearns, 
.and  received  into  the  church  of  which 
he  is  pastor.  The  deep  solemniiy  and 
holy  joy  connected  with  these  transac- 
tions appear  from  the  following  extract 
from  writings,  penned  at  intervals,  in 
the  year  1817. 

Have  this  day,  in  the  preseuce  of 
God,  of  angels,  and  of  men,  confessed 
Christ,  and  soleumly  engaged  to  be 
his  Yes,  I  have  covenanted  to  walk 
"with  the  people  of  God,  in  all  the 
holy  ordinances,  anil  to  live  soberly, 
righteously,  and  gotUy,  in  this  present 
evil  world,  denying  all  ungodliness  and 
every  worldly  lust.  1  have  no  strength 
of  my  own  ;  but  I  can  rejoice  in  all  .my 
infirmities,  because  in  Christ  all  fulness 
dwells.  1  have  tliis  day  experienced 
much  of  the  goodness  of  God.  I  trust 
1  can  say,  in  the  ordiiiance  of  baptism 
I  received  a  blessing  I  never  before  so 
sensibly  felt — the  spirit  of  adoption. 
The  language  cf  my  heart  was, '  There 
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is  none  in  heaven  but  God,  and  none  I 
desire  on  the  earth  beside  hitn  '  Sure- 
ly, *  in  keeping-  the  commandments 
there  is  great  reward.'  O,  heavenly 
Father,  keep  me  by  thy  mighty  power 
through  faith  unto  salvation.  Uphold 
my  feet  in  thy  paths,  that  they  slip 
not ;  that  I  may  never  be  left  to  wound 
thy  precious  cause,  or  dishonour  the 
holy  profession  I  have  made  I  feel  a 
strong  desire  to  be  usefu!  to  the  church 
— may  God  grant  me  this  privilege. 
O,  how  highly  has  God  honoured  me, 
by  taking  me  in  youth  ;  and,  as  I  hum- 
bly trust,  adopting  me  into  his  family. 
I  can  conceive  of  no  higher  honour 
than  that  of  being  a  young  disciple  of 
the  meek  and  lowly  .fesus.  Unto  God 
all  praise  be  ascribed.  To  him  alone 
is  glory  due.  For  nothing  short  of 
sovereign  grace  ever  carried  a  soul  to 
heaven." 

In  the  autumn  of  1819  she  was 
brought  very  low  by  sickness.  Many 
of  her  friends  almost  despaired  of  her 
recovery ;  but  through  the  mercy  of 
God,  she  was  gradually  restored  to  a 
comfortable  state  of  health.  Ever  since 
October,  1822,  her  health  was  poor, 
though  at  times,  she  appeared  to  be 
much  better  than  she  really  was.  She 
told  me,  during  her  last  sickness,  that 
she  had  not  enjoyed  perfect  health  for 
a  single  day  since  last  Fall. 

In  the  month  of  April  last,  she  took 
several  violent  cclds,  which  seated  on 
her  lungs,  and  termina+ed  in  a  pulmo- 
nary affection.  She  went  to  her 
chamber,  April  26,  and  died  just 
eleven  weeks  afterwards.  The  state 
of  her  mind  previous  to  this  confine- 
ment, appears  in  the  following  extract 
from  a  letter  written  to  her  mother  on 
'the  19th  of  April.— 

**  I  am  frequently  admonished  by  ill 
health  that  I  am  mortal,  fast  hasting 
to  eternity:  solemn,  awfully  solemn  is 
the  thought  of  appearing  before  a  holy 
God.  O,  that  I  could  more  fully  and 
constantly  realize  this  truth,  that  time 
is  short  and  eternity  near ;  and  that 
what  we  sow  here,  we  must  reap  there  : 
if  to  the  flesh,  corruption  ;  but  if  to  the 
spirit,  eternal  life.  In  reflecting  on 
this  passage,  I  do  feel  guilty  indeed. 
Yes,  for  two  years  past,  (how  painful 
the  reflection)  I  view  my  time  and  af- 
fections as  devoted,  in  a  criminal  de- 
gree, to  this  vain,  unsatisfying  world. 
May  God,  in  infinite  mercy,  pardon 
me,  and  .afford  mc  repentance  unto 
life,  and  i'eciaim  me  fully  to  himself, 
if  not  deceived,  I  do  desire  to  live  a 
new  life.  O,  how  important  to  live  the 
life  of  the  righteous,  as  well  as  die 
ihcir  d'^ath.'"' 


During  her  long  illness,  our  hopes 
and  fears  alternately  prevailed.  She 
herself  was  encouraged  for  a  season. 
But  some  time  before  her  death,  she 
affirmed  that  she  should  not  recover. 
The  medicines,  which  were  persever- 
ingly  tried,  mitigated,  but  did  not  re- 
move her  disease.  A  hectic  fever  was 
consuming  her,  and  her  flesh  and  her 
strength  were  wasting  away. 

Lord's  day,  June  29  When  I  went 
to  meeting  this  afternoon,  she  was  so 
unwell,  that  I  had  some  apprehensions 
she  might  not  live  till  my  return.  I 
was  fearful,  lest  she  should  strangle. 
On  my  return,  found  her  relieved. 

July  3.  One  of  the  officers  of  the 
church  prayed  with  her.  In  convers- 
ing with  him,  she  observed,  that  she 
wished  to  have  but  little  said  about 
her,  after  her  decease,  more  than  this, 
that  she  was  a  poor  sinner,  saved  by 
grace. 

July  4.    During  this  day  of  bustle, 

noise,  and  hilarity,  she  seemed  to 
take  no  notice  of  any  of  it.  She  view- 
ed herself  as  just  about  to  launch  into 
eternity,  and  expressed  a  great  desire 
to  have  her  christian  friends  come  and 
sing  hymns  of  praise  in  her  chamber. 
One  of  the  brethren  came  to  see  her. 
In  conversing  wiih  him,  she  said — that 
her  hope  was  in  Christ — that  he  was 
precious  to  her — and  that  she  felt  that 
her  sins  were  pardoned  About  noon, 
her  eldest  brother  and  his  wife  arrived 
from  Bath.  She  talked  with  them  and 
her  youngest  sister  very  solemnly.  May 
these  admonitions  never  be  forgotten 
by  them.  This  afternoon,  at  her  re- 
quest, several  friends  came  in  and 
sung  with  her,  the  17th  Hymn,  1st 
Book,  and  the  17th  Psalm,  l  m.  We 
were  afraid  that  loud  singing  would 
distress  her,  but  she  said  that  it  did  not, 
and  that  she  wanted  to  hear  many 
sing  together.  Rev.  A.  Rand  prayed 
and  conversed  with  her.  In  her  con- 
versation with  him  and  others,  she  dis- 
covered deep  humiliation  and  sorrow 
on  account  of  sin,  and  entire  renuncia- 
tion of  all  confidence  in  her  own  righ- 
teousness O,  if  I  may  but  occupy 
the  lowest  seat  in  heaven." 

July  5  Her  fever  was  very  high 
to  day.  In  the  evening  she  appeared 
to  be  dying,  but  afterwards  revived 
considerably.  God  kept  my  mind  in  a 
state  of  unusual  calmness  during  the 
solemn  scene.    Blessed  be  his  name! 

Jnly  6.  In  conversing  with  her  after 
the  afternoon  meeting,  she  complained 
of  herself,  that  she  was  impatient ; 
said,  she  was  afraid  she  should  dishon- 
our God  ;  wished  me  to  pray  that  God 
would  forgive  this  sin,  and  grant  her 
patience.   A  njore  patient  sufferev  I 
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never  saw.  On  another  occasion,  she 
said  that  she  wished  to  wee;)  for  her 
sins  continually.  Deep  humility  and 
self  loathina:  were  the  most  projninent 
traits  in  her  exercises.  These  are  es- 
sential elements  in  the  religion  of  a 
sinner. 

July  10.  She  said  to  me,  "Pray 
that  Satan  may  not  overcome  me — that 
I  may  have  patience,  and  that  God 
would  forgive  my  impatience."  In 
answer  to  my  inquiries,  she  said,  ""I 
have  no  desire  to  recover,  except  it  be 
to  manifest  the  sincerity  of  my  repent- 
ance. I  acquiesce  in  the  plan  of  sal- 
vation by  grace.  It  is  all  of  grace.  I 
desire  to  praise  Christ."  Her  unwor- 
thiness  she  deeply  felt.  "  1  am  as 
vile  as  the  thief  on  the  cross.  I  am 
viler.  O,  it  would  be  perfectly  just  in 
God  to  cast  me  away  forever."  She 
listened  attentively  to  the  hymns  and 
chapters  I  read  to  her  from  time  to 
time,  as  her  strength  would  permit. 
The  third  chapter  of  Philippians,  and 
the  hymn,  ""Jesus,  lover  of  my  soul," 
appeared  to  be  particularly  interesting. 

July  12.  This  afternoon  she  thought 
she  was  dying.  We  went  up  to  her 
chamber,  from  tea,  and  perceived  she 
was  dying.  In  the  afternoon,  she  had 
said  to  Mrs.  B — .  who  asked  her,  if  her 
mind  was  stayed  on  God  ?  "  I  trust  it 
is."  Just  before  her  voice  became  in- 
articulate, she  said  to  another  sister, 
who  had  been  much  with  her,  "  Yes, 
I  do  trust  in  him."  She  continued  to 
speak,  but  I  could  not  understand  her. 
She  had  requested,  that  when  she  was 
departing,  there  might  be  no  confu- 
sion, but  as  much  stillness  as  possible. 
This  request  was  granted.  She  ceased 
to  breathe  about  half  past  nine  o^clock, 
on  Saturday  evening.  She  softly  fell 
asleep.  I  accompanied  her  to  the 
verge  of  Jordan,  but  could  go  no  fur- 
ther. Yet  then,  I  trust,  our  great 
High  Priest  was  with  her,  and  landed 
her  safe  on  Canaan's  side.  What  an 
inexpressibly  solemn  season  was  that ! 
God  was  present,  supporting  and  qui- 
eting my  spirit. 

"In  rain  my  fancy  strives  to  paint 

The  moment  after  death  ; 
The  glories  that  surround  the  saint, 

When  yielding  up  her  breath. 
One  gentle  sigh  her  fetters  breaks. 

We  scarce  ran  say,  '  She's  gone,' 
Before  the  willing  spirit  takes 

Her  mansion  near  the  throne." 

Agreeably  to  her  request,  the  re- 
mains were  conveyed  to  Bath  ;  and  on 
Monday  afternoon  were  committed  to 
the  silent  tomb.  Before  prayer,  was 
6Un§;  the  3d  Plymn,  2d  Book;  after 


prayer,  the  289th  Hymn  of  Winchell's 
Supplement. 

"These  ruins  shall  be  built  again. 
And  all  that  dust  arise." 

How  glorious  is  the  doctrine  of  the 
resurrection!  Soon  will  that  body 
which  is  sown  in  corruption,  in  dishon- 
our, in  weakness,  be  raised  in  incor- 
ruption,  in  glory,  and  in  power.  And 
when  this  corruptible  shall  have  put  on 
incorruption,  and  this  mortal  shall 
have  put  on  immortality,  then  shall  be 
brought  to  pass  the  saying  that  i.s 
written,  Death  is  swallowed  up  in  vic- 
tory. O  Death,  where  is  thy  sting  Z 
O  Grave,  where  is  thy  victory  ? 

Let  me  cherish  a  lively  remem- 
brance of  the  many  excellent  traits 
which  adorned  the  character  of  the  dear 
deceased.  She  possessed  a  noble,  gen- 
erous, and  tender  spirit.  She  enjoyed 
an  exquisite  pleasure  in  administering 
to  the  comfort  of  the  distressed.  How 
ready  was  she  to  discommode  herself, 
that  she  might  benefit  others  I  Plow  giv- 
en to  hospitality,  especially  towards  the 
ministers  of  Christ !  In  her  I  never  dis- 
covered religious  ostentation  or  spirit- 
ual pride.  She  manifested  no  desire 
to  be  highly  esteemed  by  others  as  an 
eminent  christian.  She  viewed  it  a 
light  thing  to  be  judged  of  man''s  judg- 
ment. In  her  character  and  deport- 
ment there  was  an  entire  absence  of 
affectation.  But  I  would  regard  the 
remark  abovementioned,  which  she 
made  to  an  officer  of  the  church. 
Whatever  excellencies  she  possessed, 
either  as  a  woman  or  a  christian,  v/ere 
the  gift  of  God,  and  to  him  be  all  the 
praise.  What  is  all  created  lovelines5T 
when  compared  to  him  who  "  is  alto  - 
gether lovely."  T.  B.  R. 


REV.  <|BED  WARREN. 

DIED  in  Covert,  (N.  Y.)  on  the 
29fh  of  August  last,  the  Rev. 
Obed  Warren,  Pastor  of  the  first 
Baptist  church  of  said  town,  in  the 
64th  year  of  his  age.  His  funeral  was 
attended  on  the  following  Lord's  day  } 
on  which  occasion  a  discourse  was  de- 
livered by  Elder  O.  C.  Comstock,  to  a 
large  and  solemn  assembly,  from 
Psalms  Ixxiii.  24,  Thou  shalt  guida 
me  with  thy  counsel,  and  afterward 
receive  me  to  glory." 

During  the  progress  of  his  compli- 
cated and  painful  disease,  which  lasted 
about  three  weeks,  he  uniformly  maai- 
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fested  a  hlg"h  de5;ree  of  patience  and 
serenity  of  mind,  while  a  dig-nified  so- 
loainity  marked  all  his  deportment. 
Possessed  of  correct  and  exalted  views 
of  the  divine  administration,  and  en- 
joying- that  lively  hqpe  which  the  g-os- 
pel  alone  can  inspire,  he  indulg-ed  no 
anxiety  in  relation  to  the  final  issue  of 
his  complaint. — He  all  along  Avas  im- 
pressed with  an  idea,  however,  that 
the  Lord  had  somethin.T  more  for  him 
to  perform  in  his  vineyard.    On  being" 
told,  by  a  christian  friend,  that  he  ap- 
peared to  be  leaving  ths  world,  he  re- 
plied, "  I  am  pure  from  the  blood  of 
all  men  — farewell.""      His  afflicted 
and  amiable  family  he  cheerf-jUy  com- 
mended to  Grod,  and  calmly  fell  asleep 
in  the  protecting"  arms  of  his  compas- 
sionate Saviour.    He  has  left  a  widow 
and  six  children  to  mourn  their  irrepar- 
able loss :  Bat  their  sorrov/s,  blessed 
be  Gctd,  arc  mingled  with  the  purest 
joy  and  the  most  triumphant  hope.  The 
Flock  of  God,  of  which   the  Holy 
Ghost  had  made  him  overseer,  are  un- 
expectedly scattered  on  the  mountains 
of  Israel,  lamenting  the  absence  of 
their  faithful   and   beloved  Pastor: 
But  the  Great  Shepherd  of  his  people 
in  infinite  kindness,  we  doubt  not,  will 
iaially  gather  them  in  his  arms,  and 
bring^  them  to  his    heavenly  fold. 
Scarcely  had  the  deceased  arrived  at 
the  tender  age  of  fifteen  years,  when, 
through  divine  mercy,  he  was  brought 
to  experience  the  holy  sorrows  and 
ioys  of  a  penitent  believer  in  the  Lord 
Jesus.    On  the  day  which  completed 
the  ^Ist  year  of  his  earthly  pilgrimage 
he  delivered  his  first  sermon,  as  a  min- 


ister of  the  cross.  Since  this  period, 
up  to  the  time  of  his  last  illness,  with 
very  little  interruption,  he  continued 
laborious  and  faithful  in  that  sacred 
profession,  to  which  he  was  called  of 
God,  and  ardently  devoted.  The  rec- 
ords of  many  churches,  and  the  min- 
utes of  numerous  councils  and  associa- 
tions, with  the  voice  of  hundreds  and 
thousands,  bear  concurrent  testimony 
to  his  zeal  and  usefulness  in  the  Zion 
of  God.  Deriving  a  strong  mind  from 
his  Creator,  improved  by  much  read- 
ing, observation,  and  experience,  the 
deceased  was  justly  esteemed  a  valu- 
able counsellor  and  friend  ;  and  an 
able  minister  of  the  New  Testament. 
Beholding  the  truth  in  a  strong  and 
clear  point  of  light,  and  exulting  in  its 
refining  power,  he  promptly  rejected 
every  thing  which  he  deemed  incom- 
patible with  the  principles  and  spirit 
of  the  gospel  The  sternness  of  his 
virtue,  the  honesty  of  his'decisions,ani 
the  candour  of  his  advice,  have  some- 
times kindled  unfriendly  feelings,  and 
provoked  Censure.  Wherever  he 
found  the  path  of  duty  he  fearlessly 
advanced,  regardless  of  every  conse- 
quence. In  the  imperfection  of  man, 
he  may  sometimes  have  erred  in  judg- 
ment;  but  all  must  admire  the  purity 
of  his  sentiments,  and  the  rectitude  of 
his  intentions  He  courted  not  popu- 
larity, he  sought  not  the  applaus^  of 
men  ;  but  the  approbation  of  his  own 
own  conscience,  and  the  approving 
smiles  of  Heaven  Let  me  die  the 
death  of  the  righteous,  and- let  ray  last 
end  be  like  his  " 
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West  Springfield,  pr.  Rev.  Mr.  Barrett, 
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By  donation  from  Miss  Anna  Wy. 
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Moneys  received  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  E\'angelical 
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By  Cash  of  Dea.  Thomas  Kendall,  Boston,  to  con.ni- 
tute  him  a  life  member,      -      -      dolls.  i0,0O 


By  Cash  of  Mr.  John  B.  Jones,  to  constitute  him 

a  life  men)ber,  I0,0O 
do.    Mr.  N.  R.  Cobb,  -  do.  I0,00 

do.  Mr.  Joshua  Tucker  Gardiner,  do.  rc,00 
do.    Dea.  StiUman  Lothrop,  do.  1C,00 

do.    From  young  ladies  of  Rev  Dr. 

Baldwin's  Congregation,  to  con- 
stitute him  a  life  member,  I0,00 
do.    From  young  ladies  of  Rov.  Mr. 
Wayland's  Conpregation,  toton- 
slitute  him  a  life  member,  l0,0O 
do.    From  Mrs.  Prudence  Farwell,  to 

constitute  her  a  life  member,  I0,0O 
do.    Dona  tion  from  the  Boston  Bap. 
Female  Tract  Society,  auxiliary 
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Tela  has  been  received,  but  was  too  late  for  this  Number.    Several  Po-  ' 
etical  and  Obituary  articles,  and  accounts  of  revivals   have  been  rcccived| 
but  have  been  from  necessity  postponed  till  the  next  Number. 
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